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The Heinous face of Caste Crimes:

Horrendous Death of the Hathras Rape Victim

Prem Chumber
Editor-in-Chief: Ambedkar Times

After the convicts in the Delhi Nirbhaya case, which
shook the conscience of the entire nation on 16
December 2012, were hanged to death in March
2020, the reaction of the mother of the hapless victim
was: “Women now will feel safe.” But unfortunately,
our daughters, especially belonging to lower castes,
continue to face similar heinous crime amidst the
undeterred presence of beastly sexual offenders
despite the implementation of strictest punishment. On
14 September 2020, a 19-year-old Dalit girl from
Hathras in UP, brutally raped and physically tortured by
four upper caste men of her own village in its
agricultural fields, was admitted to Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College and Hospital, Aligarh in paralysed
physical condition, with severe spinal injuries and deep
cut on her tongue. Finding no improvement in her
continuous deteriorating conditions, she was shifted to
Safdarjung Hospital in the national Capital city of Delhi
on 28 September 2020, where she succumbed to her
deep injuries next day at 6.55am. During her 15 day
long tortuous life conditions in the hospitals she
displayed great courage to reveal the ugly faces of the
four demons in the shape of human beings who
perpetrated untold crimes on her body and soul. Many
such cases of horrendous miseries go unreported
across the length and breath of the country. “The two
separate incidents of violent sexual assault on two
adolescent girls, followed by the killing of one them in
mid-August in Uttar Pradesh, are fresh in memory” as
reported in the editorial of The Tribune today
(September 30).

What makes this case more shameful was the
context of its deadly offence and its caste stance. The
hapless victim belonged to the lower caste. Her tor-
mentors come from upper caste communities. Yet an-
other horrible dimension of this heartrending rape case
is the site of the crime. The goons’ reportedly dragged
the victim by her head scarp while she was working in
the village agricultural field belonging to the landown-
ers. This clearly shows the precarious living conditions
of the landless Dalits and the deadly fate of their
women folkswho were forced to visit the village fields
to fetch fuel for the hearth and fodder for their animals
under severe poverty. And the perpetrators of the crime
were none other than the ones who owned the land
and take hollow pride in their being belonging to upper
caste communities. Dalits, at the first, needs to be lib-
erated from their demeaning poverty, if their women
are to be saved from such beasts in the shape of hu-
mans. Secondly, the law enforcement agencies are to
be equally held responsible for the continuation of such
grave crimes despite the presence of the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989,
an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to prevent
atrocities against scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes.It is reported that the victim’s body was taken
to her village in Hathras after midnight from the hospi-
tal in Delhi and was cremated by the UP police without
allowing her family to participate in the cremation
process and performing the last rites as per their tradi-
tions. The police refused to listen to the pleading of
the victim’s father and family to allow them to take the
body of their daughter to their home and cremate her
in the morning. The woman's father told NDTV "We
wanted the last rites to be performed according to the
Hindu traditions. Despite our protests, the cremation
was performed. They took the body forcefully. We
couldn't see our daughter's face for the last time"
(https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/up-hathras-rape-
victim-cremated-by-cops-family-begged-to-pay-last-
respects-2303004)
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Bhagat Singh Meets Madari Pasi:
From the Forgotten Chapters of History

Even after nearly a century, the Indian revolutionary
movement as represented by the Hindustan Social-
ist Republican Association (HSRA) and its most
prominent face in public as well as among academ-
ics — Bhagat Singh — continues to evoke interest
and inspire research (primarily because he left be-
hind a substantial corpus of writings). This interest
and research is largely focused on the ideological
and political aspects of the revolutionary movement
and its leaders. Even though the young band of rev-
olutionaries are upheld for their socialist, anti-com-
munal and anti-colonial ideology, they are criticised
for not engaging with the masses and instead lim-
iting themselves to petty-bourgeois youth, espe-
cially college students.

This particular critique of the revolutionary
movement occurs despite the presence of numer-

ous writings by the HRA and its members where
they have clearly emphasised upon the necessity
of organising peasants and workers for a socialist
revolution. In ‘An Appeal To Young Political Work-
ers’, Bhagat Singh has listed eight core agenda
items apart from freedom around which the Indian
revolutionary movement was to be build. Out of the
eight, four were directly concerned with the peas-
antry. These four demands were a) Abolition of
landlordism, b) Liquidation of the peasants’ indebt-
edness, c) Nationalisation of land by the revolution-
ary state with a view to finally lead it to improved
and collective farming and d) Abolition of all taxes
on the peasantry except a minimum of unitary land
tax.

If we dig a bit deeper into the history of
popular movements in the late 1920s in northern
India, we come across a curious and interesting
connection between two movements and two fig-
ures which has till now largely evaded the eye and
scrutiny of historians. These two people are Madari
Pasi and Bhagat Singh, and the two movements are
the Eka movement and the revolutionary movement
under the leadership of the HRA and then its suc-
cessor organisation, HSRA.

That Madari Pasi and revolutionaries of the
HSRA were in contact with each other has found
mention in some works like Pramod’s Kumar’s Shiv
Verma: Sardar Bhagat Singh ke Sahyogi (National
Book Trust, 2013), Subhash Chandra Khushwaha’s
Awadh Ka Kisan Vidroh: 1920-1922 (Rajkamal
Prakashan, 2019), Brij Mohan’s Krantiveer Madari
Pasi (Rashmi Prakashan, 2018) and Rajiv Kumar
Pal’s Eka (Navarun Publication, 2019), but they

have mostly narrated the brief encounters between
Madari Pasi and revolutionaries like Shiv Verma and
Jaidev Kapoor. What transpired between both
groups and details of their interactions have not
been touched upon.

There were at least three points of contact
(two latent and one manifest) between the Eka
movement and the revolutionaries.

Eka movement

The Eka movement was a tenant farmers’
movement in Awadh in the early 1920s, against
the oppression of zamindars and taluqdars. It was
led by Madari Pasi, who belonged to the ‘untouch-
able’ Pasi community. The movement derived its
name from its attempts to unite poor and marginal
peasants, tenants and petty landlords, irrespective
of caste and religious identity, against the Talugdar-

Big Landlord-British Raj combine. The movement
began in the fall of 1921, reached its peak in the
early months of 1922 and later lost its momentum
due to massive police crackdown in the wake of its
increasingly militant nature. The movement was
launched from the Hardoi district of Uttar Pradesh,
from where it spread to several other districts like
Kanpur, Unnao, Sitapur, Lucknow, Bahraich, Bara-
banki etc. Initially, the movement was supported by
some Congress and Khilafat leaders and activists,
but as soon as the movement took a militant turn,
and started aggressively resisting the goons of the
Talugdars-Landlords, the Congress-Khilafat leaders
withdrew their support.

With the withdrawal of support from an in-
fluential section of the native elite, the colonial ad-
ministration intensified its repression, forcing many
of the Eka leaders, including Madari Pasi, to go un-
derground. Fearing increased state persecution, na-
tionalist periodicals too stopped covering the
movement, while lawyers refused to take up the
cases of arrested peasants.

Role of Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi

In such a repressive environment, it was
only Ganesh Shankar Vidyarthi, the editor of Hindi
daily Pratap, who thoroughly covered the Eka re-
volt. He was also one of the leaders of the Kisan
Sabha in Kanpur, and had reported on the Baba
Ramchandra-led Awadh Peasant Revolt in great de-
tail. Vidyarthi, despite being a member of the Con-
gress Party, was also very sympathetic to the cause
of revolutionaries and provided them with various
forms of support: economic as well as ideological.

(Contd. on next page)
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Remembering the 1920 Re-entry of Dalit Sikhs in

Darbar Sahib, Amritsar: A Question of Survival of Sikhi

12th October 1920: a fairly big jatha
of untouchable Sikhs organized as
Khalsa Biradari, supported by a cou-
ple of reformist professors from the
Khalsa College, marched from the Jal-
lianwala Bagh to the Darbar Sahib
with a deg of karah parshad. There
was a commotion in the Darbar Sahib
when the Head Granthi refused to ac-
cept the parshad. All assembled
agreed to seek advise from Guru
Granth Sahib. The vaak that appeared
was a beautiful composition of Guru
Amar Das which moved everyone
present to tears and the Granthi who
was adamant in refusing the parshad
earlier, prayed, accepted and distrib-
uted it. Then the jatha proceeded to
the Akal Takhat whose priests fled
the scene. The Takhat couldn’t be left
unattended; hence Kartar Singh Jhab-
bar sought 25 volunteers’ service to
take its care. The government ap-
pointed Sarbrah was requested to ask
the irresponsible priests to offer their
apologies. They didn’t turn up. The
next day the Deputy Commissioner
called Sarbrah, the priests and repre-
sentative Sikhs for solving the crisis.
The priests didn’t come, leading even-
tually to the formation of Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee in
a short time. This further led to the
Gurdwara Reform movement to liber-
ate the major gurdwaras from the
clutches of mahants.

This bold act was
in defiance of the prevailing
disabilities imposed on
Dalit Sikhs in the second
half of the nineteenth cen- |.

whom? Gurdwaras in gen-
eral and Darbar Sahib in [®
particular had always been [§
open to all, irrespective of
caste and religion in three hundred
years prior to that? It was a shameful
act of brahmanized mahants who had
come to control large properties at-
tached to the historical gurdwaras
and it was also at the behest of the
newly emerged upper-caste Sikh
lords who hobnobbed with the British
masters. Disgustingly these casteist
acts were deeply against Gurus’ pre-
cepts and practices. Brahmanisation
of Sikhi was a long but slow process
that got crystallized during Ranjit
Singh’s rule and the British rulers
gave it a legal stamp. Singh Sabha
movement tried to salvage the situa-
tion and it is ironical that it’s great
leader, Giani Ditt Singh who was a
fine scholar, writer, orator, journalist
editor, professor and missionary was
also treated with contempt only be-
cause he happened to be coming
from a Dalit background. With new
awakening among educated Sikhs,
several representations had been

made to the British authorities to
hand over the management of gurd-
waras completely to the Sikhs. But to

no avail. Fascinatingly this event led
by Dalits clinched the longstanding
demand that heralded in the new age
for the Sikhs. It is very unfortunate
that the casteist Sikh scholarship has
never acknowledged this great event
making an epochal change in the his-
tory of Sikhs.

How does remembering this
great event now assumes signifi-
cance for the Sikhi as propounded by
the Gurus? Have the Sikhs at large
got free of casteism (jaat-paat) in the
last hundred years since then? Max
Arthur Macauliffe, a great scholar of
Sikhism had made an astute observa-
tion towards the close of the nine-
teenth century that Brahmanism was
such a Boa Constrictor (ajgar) which
had swallowed Buddhism in the past
and it was ready to engulf Sikhism
then. Don’t we see the same danger

hanging over Sikhi’s head now? If
Sikhi has to survive, it must give up
all brahmanical nonsense of casteism
and ritualism which the great Gurus
had clearly and strongly condemned

and had inculcated egalitarianism
among the Sikhs.
Webinar:

We are inviting scholars in a
series of lectures through Webinar (4-
10 October, everyday at 6.00 pm IST)
on this crucial theme of caste and un-
touchability among Sikhs. Our pur-
pose is to understand the issue right
from Gurus’ period up to now. Sikh
history like any other has not been
linear; it had different phases and
shades. If socially we have had a
golden period in the Punjab history
during 1520-1750, thereafter a slow
but sure brahmanical virus inflicted
the body politic of the Sikhs, so much
so that casteism came to be prac-
ticed and restrictions were imposed
even on the free entry of Dalits in the
Amritsar Darbar Sahib in the second
half of the nineteenth century. Even
though the 1920 major event made a
significant change in the Sikh history
yet the virus of casteism has per-
sisted till the present times. The
scholars would cover the entire pe-
riod of Sikhism on the related issues
pertaining to religious, political, social
and economic life of Sikhs around the
theme.

Bhagat Singh Meets Madari Pasi; From the Forgotten Chapters of History

(Continue from page 1)

It is likely that through the daily
Pratap, a popular newspaper among
the nationalists (Bhagat Singh served
as its sub-editor), and surely through
its editor, a lot of young revolutionar-
ies would have come to understand
the peasant issue, which is later re-
flected in their political writings and
speeches.

The other latent contact be-
tween the revolutionary movement
and the Eka movement resulted from
the same geographical area of opera-
tion of both movements. When the
Kakori train dacoity took place hardly
50 miles from Hardoi in 1925, the
colonial police suspected that
Madari’s group might have helped the
revolutionaries although Madari him-
self was in jail at that time. Though
the police was not able to establish
any link, but as the scholars men-
tioned above have pointed out,
Madari and his group were aware of
the HRA revolutionaries and their ac-
tivities and had sympathy for them.

A meeting of Titans

This brings us to an interest-
ing chapter of history hitherto ignored
by historians: a meeting between
Bhagat Singh and Madari Pasi (which
also has an element of comedy). This
interaction happened via two young
revolutionaries mentioned above,
Verma and Kapoor, who belonged to
the Hardoi district from where the
Eka movement began.

Verma, as a school student
during the heydays of the Eka move-
ment, was greatly inspired by Madari

Pasi and the movement he led. In
1922 (before Verma joined the clan-
destine revolutionary party), he went
as a delegate to the Lucknow session
of the UP Congress and appealed to
the leadership to take up the cause of
Eka leaders and peasants involved in
the movement, who were facing bru-
tal repression from the colonial state.
His appeal fell on deaf ears and young
Verma was very disappointed and dis-
illusioned with Congress politics.
Later, he went to meet Vidyarthi in
Kanpur and appealed him to take up
the cause of Eka leaders and peas-
ants, which the latter took up with
great empathy.

Eventually both Verma and
Kapoor joined the underground resist-
ance and worked with Bhagat Singh
and others. Bhagat Singh was a
young, 20-year-old anti-colonial ac-
tivist at this time, who was trying to
reorganise the Hindustan Republican
Association after the Kakori arrests.
There were two major centres of un-
derground revolutionary activities: La-
hore and Kanpur. In Kanpur, the
revolutionaries were guided by leftist
intellectuals like Vidyarthi, Hasrat Mo-
hani, Satyabhakt and Radha Mohun
Gokul to work amongst the industrial
workers and the peasantry.

In order to understand the is-
sues of the peasantry, this band of
young revolutionaries tried to engage
with them. Hence, Verma and Kapoor
established contact with Madari after
he was released from jail in 1926.
Madari showed sympathy for their
cause and told them that he wanted

to meet their leader.

Verma and Kapoor were per-
plexed. As they revealed many years
later in their interviews given to
Nehru Memorial Museum & Library
(NMML) and in their autobiographical
notes, they took this issue to Bhagat
Singh as they did not have a tradi-
tional kind of robust and well-built
leader who could meet the expecta-
tions of a villager like Madari. So,
they decided to invite Madari to a
park and here they showed him a full-
bodied stranger as their leader, from
a distance. Madari was really im-
pressed and gave them a lot of
weapons for their party.

Bhagat Singh, Verma and
Kapoor stayed with Madari for few
days as the latter was organising
tribal peasants at this time because
he was by now sidelined in the ten-
ants’ struggle. Madari Pasi, who once
had undermined the traditional caste
hierarchy and had unified peasants as
a class, bypassing the differences of
caste and religion, was increasingly
ignored and derided by ‘upper’ and
‘middle’ caste leaders in later phases
of the tenant struggle. Now, Madari
Pasi dreamt of waging a guerrilla war
against the British. But the revolution-
aries couldn’t make use of his army
as they couldn’t afford to blow the
cover on their underground move-
ment owing to Madari’s growing im-
patience.

From HRA to HSRA
Revolutionaries of the HRA grew
more and more sympathetic to the
cause of workers and peasants, and

finally in 1928, they added the word
‘socialist’ to their organisation’s
name. This shift was not merely a re-
sult of a theoretical engagement with
socialist and Marxist literature, rather
it was also a product of engagement
with the everyday lives of peasants
and workers. In Punjab, the HSRA
members were in touch with the fac-
tory workers and peasantry via the
Kirti Kisan Party, whose leader was
Sohan Singh Josh, who also hap-
pened to be the editor of famous pe-
riodical Kirti (meaning worker), while
in Kanpur their engagement with
trade union politics happened through
Vidyarathi and Hasrat Mohani who
were part of the Kanpur Mazdoor
Sabha.

Both Bhagat Singh and Vid-
yarthi were martyred in March 1931,
within a span of few days. As far as
Madari Pasi is concerned, there are
only speculations over his death.

Contrary to the popular view,
which even pervades a section of the
academia, HSRA members were
deeply engaged with workers and
peasants of the country and consid-
ered them to be the real revolutionary
force in Indian society.

Prabal Saran Agarwal and
Harshvardhan are research scholars
at Jawaharlal Nehru University.

The authors would like to
thank Firoz Naqvi for his inputs\]

Source Courtesy: The Wire
September 28, 2020
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Hindi was devised by a Scottish linguist of The East India Company

- It can never be India’s National Language

If the Anglophone Indians are derided
as ‘Macaulay’s children’, then the
Hindi speaking Indians can also be
called ‘Gilchrist’s children’.

My late maternal grand-
mother — who had studied philosophy
and biology in the 1940s Calcutta —
had told me once during my boyhood,
that Calcutta was the birthplace of
the modern Hindi language: it was
‘invented” by the British in Fort
William, Calcutta.

I remembered my grand-
mother’s words when | read the news
reports about the recently concluded
‘Hindi Divas’ day when the Union
Home Minister Amit Shah pitched for
Hindi as the national language
of India.

This prompted me to consider
and figure out why my maternal
grandmother said what she did. |
wanted to know about the ‘sup-
pressed truths’ and understand the
‘secret history’ of Hindi.

Now | wish to share with you
what | found; and have to begin by
recalling few essential facts about the
languages of India.

Linguistic Diversity of India

Papua New Guinea - with a
population of just over seven million
— has world’s highest number of lan-
guages: 852 (840 are spoken and 12
are extinct). It tops the Linguistic Di-
versity Index (Source: UNESCO
2009) with 0.990. India comes at #9
with a score of 0.930.

But if we measure linguistic
diversity by total population, India
with 1.3 billion people (#2 by popu-
lation) is much ahead of the rest, in-
cluding China (1), United States of
America (3), Indonesia (4) and Brazil
(5). And hence, one can say, India is
the ‘most populated linguistic diverse
country in the world’.

Census of India of 2001 said
that India has 122 major languages
and 1599 other languages. It
recorded 30 languages which were
spoken by more than a million native
speakers and 122 which were spoken
by more than 10,000 people.

There are 22 scheduled lan-
guages of India — Assamese, Bengali,
Bodo, Dogri, Gujarati, Kannada, Kash-
miri, Konkani, Maithali, Malayalam,
Marathi, Meitei (Manipuri), Nepali,
Odia, Punjabi, Sanskrit, Santhali,
Sindhi, Tamil, Telegu and Urdu — and
two official languages of the Union
Government: Hindi and English.

In addition to the above, the
Government of India has awarded the
distinction of classical language to 6
languages which have a ‘rich heritage
and independent nature’: Kannada,
Malayalam, Odia, Sanskrit, Tamil
and Telugu.

Tamil is also one of the oldest
living languages in the world and this
Dravidian language predates even
Sanskrit (a part of the Indo-Aryan
family of Indic languages).

Contrary to the perceptions
formed by boisterous disinformation
campaigns, Hindi is not the national
language of India. India has no na-
tional language.

As per the 2011 census, only 26.6%
of the Indians identify Hindi as their
mother tongue.
Hindi Language

Modern Hindi — one of the
youngest Indian languages — is based
on the Khariboli dialect (vernacular of
Delhi and the surrounding region) and
its literary tradition evolved towards
the end of the 18th century.

Khariboli itself had evolved to
replace earlier dialects such as
Awadhi - the sweet-sounding lan-
guage of the commoners in which
Tulsidas” Ramcharitamanas was com-
posed in the early 17th century. The
Awadhi bhakti poem popularized Lord
Rama all over North India; that in turn
is influencing the politics of modern
India. | have recounted the fascinat-
ing story of How did Lord Rama be-
come a Hindu god? in an essay

Chambers’ Biographical Dic-
tionary describes him in his advanced
years as “his bushy head and
whiskers were as white as the Hi-
malayan snow, and in such contrast
to the active expressive face which
beamed from the centre of the mass,
that he was likened to a royal Bengal
tiger — a resemblance of which he
was even proud.”

In 1782, Gilchrist was ap-
prenticed as a surgeon’s mate in the
Royal Navy and travelled to Bombay,
India. There, he joined the East India
Company‘s Medical Service and was
appointed assistant surgeon in 1784.

During Gilchrist’s travels in
India, he developed an interest to
study Hindustani languages. In 1785
he requested a year’s leave from duty
to continue these studies. This leave
was eventually granted in 1787 and
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published in 2018.

Hindi evolved at a time, when
Urdu — another form of Hindustani
since the 1800s — underwent signifi-
cant Persian influence and acquired
linguistic prestige.

In the late 18th and early
19th century, under The East India
Company, Hindustani was developed
into separate Hindustani standardiza-
tion: Hindi and Urdu.

This was also probably done
under the cunning imperial ‘Divide
and Rule’ policy to linguistically seg-
regate religious communities -
namely the Hindus and the Muslims
— and build schisms, weaken the col-
lective and incite demagoguery which
will last through generations, and
even centuries.

But this ‘linguistic division’
wouldn’t have been possible without
one particular person who is virtually
unknown in our ‘common collective
memory’ of Indian history: the un-
sung father of modern Hindustani lan-
guages, John Gilchrist.

John Gilchrist — the Father of
Modern Hindustani Languages

John Borthwick Gilchrist
(1759-1841) was a temperamental
Scottish trained-surgeon and self-
trained linguist — a failed banker in his
native city Edinburgh — who spent his
early career in India where he studied
Hindustani languages.

Gilchrist never returned to the Med-
ical Service.

His first publication was A
Dictionary: English and Hindoostanee,
Calcutta: Stuart and Cooper, 1787-
90. He popularized Hindustani as the
language of British administration and
suggested to the Governor-General,
the Marquess of Wellesley, and the
East India Company, to set up a train-
ing institution in Calcutta. This
started as the Oriental Seminary or
Gilchrist ka madrasa, but was en-
larged within a year to become Fort
William College in 1800 within the
premises of Fort William in Calcutta.
Gilchrist served as the first principal
of the college until 1804, and contin-
ued to publish a number of books in-
cluding The Hindee-Roman
Ortho-epigraphical Ultimatum, or a
systematic descriptive view of the
Oriental and Occidental visible
sounds of fixed and practical princi-
ples for the Language of the East,
Calcutta, 1804.

Gilchrist inducted Indian writ-
ers and scholars into the college, and
offered them financial incentive to
write in Hindi. The contributions by
the Indian writers and scholars en-
abled rapid strides in Hindi language
and literature in a short period of
time. Gilchrist’s initiative produced
the popular Premsagar (Ocean of
Love) by Lallulal (1763-1825). Subse-

quently, a Hindi translation of the
Bible appeared in 1818 and Udant
Martand, the first Hindi newspaper,
was published in 1826 in Calcutta.
Gilchrist wrote ‘bifurcation of Khari-
boli into two forms — the Hindustani
language with Khariboli as the root
resulted in two languages (Hindi and
Urdu), each with its own character
and script.’

In other words, what was
Hindustani language was segregated
into Hindi and Urdu (written in the
Devanagari and Persian scripts), cod-
ified and formalised.

Santosh Kumar Khare on the
origin of Hindi in Truth about Lan-
guage in India wrote in his essay: ‘the
notion of Hindi and Urdu as two dis-
tinct languages crystallized at Fort
William College in the first half of the
19th century.” He added: “their lin-
guistic and literary repertoires were
built up accordingly, Urdu borrowing
from Persian/Arabic and Hindi from
Sanskrit.’

In the words of K.B. Jindal,
author of A History of Hindi Litera-
ture: ‘Hindi as we know it today is
the product of the nineteenth
century.’

Contemporary Dutch historian
Thomas De Bruijin says that Fort
William College in Calcutta was ‘more
or less the birthplace of modern
Hindi.’

George Abraham Grierson,
noted Irish linguist of the late 19th
and early 20th century, said that the
standard or pure Hindi which contem-
porary Indians use is ‘an artificial di-
alect the mother tongue of no
native-born Indian, a newly invented
speech, that wonderful hybrid known
to Europeans as Hindi and invented
by them.’

Hence, my late maternal
grandmother was right: the birthplace
of modern Hindi is Calcutta. And it
was in Fort William that this invention
took place under the tireless efforts
of John Gilchrist.

If the Anglophone Indians are
derided as ‘Macaulay’s children’,
then the Hindi speaking Indians can
also be called ‘Gilchrist’s children’.

The Conclusion

In our ‘civilisational state’ of
modern India — whose history goes
back to 8000 years or more — a lan-
guage that is just over 200 years old
and a construct of our colonial impe-
rial masters — that too by an em-
ployee of a rapacious private
corporation, The East India Company
— cannot possibly be considered as
the national language of India.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah’s statements on the Hindi Divas
day are indicative of the broader Hin-
dutva agenda and the political at-
tempt to impose Sanskrit as the
‘mother language’ and Hindi as the
‘national language’.

But Sanskrit isn’t the mother
language of India. No single language
can be called as the ‘mother lan-
guage’ of our ancient land that con-
tains such linguistic diversity that has

(Contd. on page 5)
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THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - AUTUMN SESSION - SIMLA

The autumn session of the Legislative Assembly was opened by H. E. the Viceroy in Simla on the 5th September 1932.

Mahatma's Fast - Adjourned Motion

| 13th September
Mr. M.C. Rajah spoke as follows:-
"Never in the annals of the history of
India has the issue of the Depressed
Classes assumed the importance it
has today. For this we, of the De-
pressed Classes, must for ever be
grateful to Mahatma Gandhi. He has
told the world, in words which cannot
be mistaken, that our regeneration is
the fundamental aim of his life. If
world conscience cannot be roused
even now to a realisation of the posi-
tion of the Depressed Classes, then
we can only conclude that all the in-
stincts of humanity are dead in the
world today.

“Let me remind the House
that ours is an all-India problem, and
not confined to some provinces as it
is in the case of the Muslims and the
Sikhs. | have heard it repeated often
that the Muslims and Sikhs claimed
special consideration, because they
are martial races. So have we been in
the ancient history of India. But, Sir,
what we claim is that we have, in ad-
dition, been most law-abiding and
loyal citizens. Even when social laws
degraded us to a position of untouch-
ability, we never took the law into our
hands. We depended upon the moral
conscience of our countrymen being
roused to a realisation of the grave in-
justice and inhumanity practised
against us. "The guestion before the
House is the situation created by Ma-
hatma Gandhi opposing the grant of
communal electorates to the De-
pressed Classes. | am sure there is no
member in this Hon'ble House who
will not regret that circumstances
should have forced such a great per-
sonality to take a vow to play on his
life. But, Sir, the correspondence
shows that the Government had
enough warning. They did not attach
full importance to our considered
views expressed in our conferences.
They should have taken at least the
grave warning given by Mahatma
Gandhi and desisted from the course
of creating separate electorates.

“Sir, the situation as it con-
fronts us today, is as follows. The
British Government have given their
communal decision. They declare
that it shall hold the field for 20 years
in respect of the Depressed Classes,
unless there is a unanimous request
made before the constitution is
framed or ten years after the consti-
tution has worked. | wonder what is
meant by unanimous request? In the
political history of any country has
such literal unanimity ever been at-
tained on any issue? Is the British
Government sure that Britishers are
unanimous in giving India a further
measure of responsibility? Is even the
National Government sure that the
Conservatives, as a whole, back its
Indian policy? This condition of una-
nimity is thus a dodge to keep us per-
petually divided. “l claim that my
community is already in favour of
common electorates, and | will prove
my contention by a few quotations.

You all know that the British Govern-
ment sent two delegates to represent
the Depressed Classes at the Round
Table Conference - Dr. Ambedkar and
Rao Bahadur Srinivasan. Dr. Ambed-
kar presented the case of the De-
pressed Classes in Bombay before
the Simon Commission. He presented
the statement of his sabha, where he
pleaded for joint electorates.”

After giving a quotation

Mr. Raja proceeded:

"Again in his minute of dissent to the
report of the Bombay Provincial
Simon Committee, Dr. Ambedkar de-
manded joint electorates with reser-
vation of seats.
"As regards Rao Bahadur Srinivasan,
when he appeared before the Simon
Commission in Madras, to a question
put by a member of the Commission,
whether he wanted separate elec-
torates for the Depressed Classes, he
said: 'Not at present'.

His reasons were that our
people are not yet advanced to have
separate electorates and unless you
give adult franchise, the Depressed
Classes should have no separate elec-
torates. This was in 1929 when he
went to the first R. T. C. The De-
pressed Classes Federation of
Madras, of which Mr. Srinivasan is
the president, passed a resolution
supporting joint electorates and giv-
ing him that mandate for being placed
before the R. T. C. In this connection
let me remind the House that even Dr.
Ambedkar demanded joint electorate
with reservation of seats at the first
Round Table Conference.

"When the Indian Central
Committee's report was published
giving the Depressed Classes joint
electorates with reservation of seats
for all provinces, except Madras, there
was no hue and cry. When the Simon
Commission's report embodying elec-
torates with reservation of seats was
published, there was no protest
raised against it. My friend, Dr.
Ambedkar, while speaking on the rec-
ommendations of this Commission,
welcomed this system, in the inter-
ests of his community, and raised an
objection to the system of a panel
from which the Governor was to se-
lect candidates for the Depressed
Classes. Indeed, Dr. Ambedkar,
speaking at the Kamptee Conference
in 1930, declared: '"No share of polit-
ical powers can come to you, so long
as the British Government remains
where it is. It is only in a Swaraj con-
stitution that you stand any chance
of getting political power into your
hands.' He said in the same speech:
'Swarajya is going to be a system of
government in which you (Depressed
Classes) stand a chance, other things
being equal, of being amongst those
who will be installed as political sov-
ereigns of this country.”

"l do not know what brought
about a revolution in the state of
mind of Dr. Ambedkar and Mr. Srini-
vasan at the second Round Table
Conference when they sacrificed a
system whereby they would have ob-

tained the right to be political sover-
eigns, and secured instead the ex-
pression of the minimum voice for
people who deserved tne maximum
electoral power to direct the Govern-
ment from within.

"Now, Sir, it will be clear to
the House that joint electorates were
acceptable to my community from
the time they understood that there
was to be a transfer of power to In-
dian hands. The position we took was
that under a scheme of government
in which Indians will rule, our safety
lay not in finding channels for voicing
our opinions, but in taking our due
share in the government of the coun-
try. Indeed, this is my chief attack on
the Premier's letter to Mahatma
Gandhi. He tells us that he has given
separate electorates for twenty years,
to enable us to get a minimum num-
ber of seats to place our views before
the Government and the Legislature
of the day. This privilege we have al-
ready enjoyed under the Montford Re-
forms, and it has enabled us to get
representation in numerous local bod-
ies and in the legislatures, both
Provincial and Central. We are suffi-
ciently organized for that purpose,
and do not need either special plead-
ing and special succour in the future.
What we do need as a real remedy
for our uplift is the definite power to
elect our representatives from the
general constituencies and hold them
responsible to us for their actions. "l
do not know why the Prime Minister
calls the scheme of joint electorates
with reservation of seats as impracti-
cable. It is already in force in the local
bodies in Madras and some other
provinces, and has worked very sat-
isfactorily. | contend, Sir, that the
scheme enunciated in the communal
decision involves our segregation and
makes us politically untouchable. | am
surprised at the argument of the
Prime Minister that there is no segre-
gation because we can vote for caste
Hindus who will have to solicit our
votes.

"There is, Sir, another tragic
side to the controversy. When we
claim special protection from the
Government for some share in the of-
ficial services which is given by the
Government of India to other minori-
ties and backward classes, we are
told that we are classed as Hindus
and have no special claim. But when
we declare that in the matter of leg-
islative representation, we would like
to join the general body of Hindus, we
are told that we are a separate com-
munity (Applause).

The sufferings which my
community has undergone at the
hands of caste Hindus have been ac-
knowledged by the caste-Hindus
themselves. | am prepared to admit
that there are a large number of re-
formers among them who are doing
everything possible to improve our
status and position. | am convinced
that there is a change of heart and a
change in the angle of vision of the
caste Hindus. We, the Depressed

Classes, feel
ourselves as
true Hindus.
We feel that
the moral con-
science of the
Hindus has
been roused to
such an extent
that our salva-
tion lies in
bringing about
a change from
within the main
body of Hindu society and not by
segregating ourselves from them. The
course adopted by the Government
would certainly arrest the progress of
this most laudable movement.

"l must say, Sir, that the
Prime Minister's letter, in its entire
conception and expression, has dis-
appointed me most. He argues, for in-
stance, that reservation of seats
under joint electorates would not get
genuine representation for us. Does
the Prime Minister know that the
Simon Commission, consisting of
seven chosen Britishers, held, after a
most thorough investigation on the
spot, that such a system would pro-
duce genuine representation for us?
Even the fear expressed by the Prime
Minister is resolved by Mahatma
Gandhi who has said that he is ready
to enrol every adult member of the
Depressed Class as a voter and im-
pose a stricter test on caste Hindus.
May | ask why the Premier is not pre-
pared to consider this solution?

"Now let me summarise the
position. The Premier is for separate
electorates, to secure a minimum
number of spokesmen for the De-
pressed Classes. Mahatma Gandhi's
decision is for over-representation of
the Depressed Classes in joint elec-
torate. My pact with Dr. Moonje of
the Hindu Maha Sabha gives my
community reservation of seats on a
population basis through joint elec-
torates.

"In conclusion, let me add
that | have known and studied the
question of the Depressed Classes in
all its bearings all over India during
the quarter of a century of my public
life. | was privileged to review it fully
during our tour with the Simon Com-
mission. | would therefore ask the
Government to take this assurance
from me, that our best interest require
that we should not be dissected from
the Hindu community but that we
should have our due representation in
the legislatures on the basis of
reservation. The crisis that faces us
today is very grave. There hangs in
the balance, the life of the greatest
Indian of our time, and there hangs in
the balance the future of the millions
of the downtrodden people of this
country. Is the Government going to
take the responsibility for killing one
and reducing the other to perpetual
servitude? Let it make its choice well
and wisely." (Applause).

Source Courtesy: The Indian Annual
Register, July-December 1932, Vol.ll
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President Kovind gives his nod to all 3 farm bills, government notifies them

More than a dozen opposition parties
had urged President Kovind not to
sign the contentious bills, alleging
that they were passed “unconstitu-
tionally” in “complete disregard” of
parliamentary norms.

President Ram Nath Kovind
on Sunday gave his assent to all the
three contentious farm bills, which
opposition parties say are anti-farmer
and corporate-friendly, after they

regard” of parliamentary norms.

The Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) even pulled out of the
Bharatiya Janata Party-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) coalition
at the Centre over the passage of the
contentious farm bills, which the Pun-
jab-based party said were “lethal and
disastrous”. The SAD and the BJP
had been allies since 1996 when
both forged a pre-poll alliance ahead

and anywhere. It is this power which
is the foundation of their growth,
now the same power has been given
to farmers across the country. They
have got the freedom to sell not only
fruits and vegetables but grains, sug-
arcane, mustard and anything that
they grow, they can now sell to any-
one and anywhere they like,” PM
Modi said while addressing the 69th
edition of his monthly ‘Mann Ki Baat’

this is aimed at facilitating remunera-
tive prices through competitive alter-
native trading channels.

The Farmers (Empowerment
and Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services Act,
2020, seeks to give farmers the right
to enter into a contract with agribusi-
ness firms, processors, wholesalers,
exporters, or large retailers for the
sale of future farming produce at a

were recently passed by Parliament
during its monsoon session amid ve-
hement protests.

The three bills - The Farmers
Produce Trade and Commerce (Pro-
motion and Facilitation) Bill, 2020,
The Farmers (Empowerment and Pro-
tection) Agreement on Price Assur-
ance and Farm Service Bill, 2020,
and The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 - have now
become acts.

The government, which has
said that these landmark legislations
will make farmers self-reliant, has no-
tified them. More than a dozen oppo-
sition parties had urged President
Kovind not to sign the contentious
bills, alleging that they were passed
“unconstitutionally” in “complete dis-
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of the 1997 Punjab assembly elec-
tions which brought them to power.

Farmers, especially in Punjab
and Haryana, have been protesting
against the bills and have said the
Centre’s farm reforms would pave a
way for the dismantling of the mini-
mum support price system, leaving
them at the “mercy” of big compa-
nies.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has been trying to allay the fears of
the farmers, saying that the country’s
agriculture sector has unshackled it-
self after the passage of these bills.
Farmers and the farm sector, Modi
said, need to be strong to lay a strong
foundation of “Atmanirbhar Bharat”.

“They have the power to sell
their fruits or vegetables to anyone,

radio programme.

Several Union ministers, in-
cluding defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, have said said the Centre has
taken the steps to ensure that farm-
ers get the right price for their pro-
duce.

“Our government has taken
steps to ensure that the farmers get
the right price for their produce. |
have studied the bills, and | am saying
that the farmers will benefit from it.
But some people are trying to mislead
the farmers,” Singh said recently.

The Farmers’ Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion and Facil-
itation) Act, 2020, seeks to give free-
dom to farmers to sell their produce
outside the notified APMC market
yards (mandis). The government says

.
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pre-agreed price. And the Essential
Commodities (Amendment) Act,
2020, seeks to remove commodities
like cereals, pulses, oilseeds, onion,
and potato from the list of essential
commodities and will do away with
the imposition of stock holding limits.
The Sukhbir Singh Badal-led
SAD had asked the central govern-
ment not to bring the bills in Parlia-
ment till “all reservations” expressed
by farmers are “duly addressed”. But
when the Centre did not pay heed,
the SAD asked the government to
send these farm bills to a select com-
mittee, which did not happen. SAD
leader Harsimrat Kaur Badal then re-
signed from the Union Cabinet in
protest. Source Courtesy:
Hindustan Times, September 27, 2020

Hindi was devised by a Scottish linguist of The East India Company
— it can never be India’s National Language

(Continue from page 3)
emerged from several language fami-
lies: Indo-Aryan or Indic, Dravidian,
Sino-Tibetan, Austroasiatic, Tai-Kadai
and Great Andamanese.

Neither Hindi - as pointed
above - can be imposed as the na-
tional language of India. India needs
no single national language; diversity
is the fundamental national character-
istic of India, and it should remain
that way.

We - the Indians who don’t
come from the Hindi-Hindustani cow
belt — clearly understand that an or-
ganised ‘socio-cultural engineering
mission’ is going on in India that
wishes to ‘colonise’ — euphemisti-
cally ‘unify’ — all plural Hindu com-
munities under the flag of singular
‘Hindutva’.

The imposition of Hindi lan-

guage upon all Hindus who don’t
speak Hindi is part of the larger polit-
ical mission towards the establish-
ment of ‘Hindutva Rashtra’
masquerading as ‘Hindu Rashtra’.

Article 29 of the India Consti-
tution ensures us equality for all citi-
zens of India as far as conservation of
their language is concerned, their cul-
ture is concerned and their script is
concerned.

Imposition of any single lan-
guage upon the rest is constitution-
ally invalid, and the effort to do so —
in midst of such linguistic, ethnic and
cultural diversity of modern India - is
likely to boomerang and cause more
regional stresses, disharmony, dis-
unity and disaffection.

India doesn’t require the
‘unity’ of ‘one language, one nation’.
India needs to assert its own sover-

eign and unique ‘civilisational spirit’
of ‘Unity in Diversity’.

The Mother of All Ironies
In 2017 | published an essay to write
about ‘How Hindus Became Hindu
and Why Hindutva is not Hinduism’.
Now | also wish to point out — what
| call — the mother of all ironies.

RSS-BJP-VHP or the Sangh
Parivar’s Hindutva ideology is based
upon four key words: Hindi, Hindu,
Hinduism and Hindustan.

The Sangh ideology considers
Muslims and Christians as phirang in-
vaders into India. But it was the Per-
sians who coined Hindu and
Hindustan; and it was The East India
Company and the British Empire
which developed Hindi language and
added ‘ism’ to Hindu.

Hence, the entire ‘identity,
world view and nationalist’ politics of

the Sangh Parivar is based upon what
the ‘Muslims and the Christians’
gifted to us!

There can be no greater irony
than this. This is the mother of all
ironies; the height of all heights.

* ¥ ¥
First Published in
thebengalstory.com. 24 Sep 2019.
Devdan Chaudhuri is the one of the
contributing editors of The Punch
Magazine. He is author of the novel
Anatomy of Life. He is also a poet
whose works have featured in
Modern English Poetry by Younger
Indians  published by Sahitya
Akademi; a short story writer; an
essayist on politics and culture and
He lives in Kolkata.
Source Courtesy:
CounterCurrents.ORG,
September 27, 2020
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FIRST SCHEDULE. —(Composition of the Federal Legislature.)

The CHAIRMAN The Committee will
find that there are a number of
Amendments on Schedule | which
have to do with the question of com-
munal representation. It may be for
the convenience of the Committee to
know that | do not propose to select
any of these Amendments because it
will, in my opinion, and, | think, the
Committee will agree, be far more
convenient to discuss the important
question of communal representation
on Schedule 5, where that question
really arises. If any substantial alter-
ations are made in respect of this
matter by the Committee to Schedule
5 it will mean that Amendments,
mainly of a drafting character, will af-
terwards have to be made to Sched-
ule 1, and that can be done on the
Report stage.

Mr. DAVID GRENFELL Is the Amend-
ment in the name of the hon. Mem-
ber for Caerphilly (Mr. Morgan Jones)
in Order—in page 255, line 25, after
"India," to insert: ten seats shall be
allocated to representatives to be
elected by women members of the
Legislative Assemblies, ten seats shall
be allocated to representatives to be
elected by members of the Legislative
Assemblies who are of the scheduled
castes, ten seats shall be allocated to
representatives to be elected by
members of the Legislative Assem-
blies representative of labour.

The CHAIRMAN Yes. It is my inten-
tion to call it.

3.33 p.m.

The CHANCELLOR of the DUCHY of
LANCASTER (Mr. J. C. Davidson) |
beg to move, in page 255, line 18, at
the end, to insert: Provided that the
Ruler or a subject of an Indian State
which has not acceded to the Feder-
ation—

(i) shall not be disqualified under sub-
paragraph (a) of this paragraph to fill
a seat allocated to a Province if he
would be eligible to be elected to the
Legislative Assembly of that Province;
and

(ii) in such cases as may be pre-
scribed, shall not be disqualified
under the said sub-paragraph (a) to fill
a seat allocated to a Chief Commis-
sioner's Province."

This Amendment is put down
in order to make clear that the sub-
jects of Indian States may be able to
be elected to the Federal Legislature
and also may be able to be elected,
provided that they are qualified, to a
Provincial Legislature. Paragraph | of
this Schedule, as at present drawn, is
too narrow, and, in the opinion of the
Government, it would be a hardship
that a powerful community of State
subjects such as the Merwaris, who
are engaged in commerce in India,
should be ineligible to election. This
Amendment has therefore been pro-
posed. Where an election is to take
place in a Chief Commissioner's
Province, provision will be made to
enable the State subjects to be in-
cluded through the rules to be pro-
scribed by the Governor-General.
Duchess of ATHOLL Will my right
hon. Friend give us some idea of the

qualifications that will be necessary
to make a person eligible to election
to a Legislative Assembly to fill a seat
allocated to a chief commissioner's
province

Mr. DAVIDSON The qualifications are
included in a later schedule, and can
be discussed when it arises.

Colonel WEDGWOOD | am glad that
the Government have made this pro-
vision for the Merwaris. It is wise that
the subjects of native States should
be entitled to sit in British India. The
Committee and the Merwaris owe a
debt of gratitude not so much to the
Government, as to the hon. Member
for Preston (Mr. Kirkpatrick).
Amendment agreed to.

3.37 p.m.

Mr. D. GRENFELL | beg to move, in
page 255, line 25, after "India," to in-
sert: ten seats shall be allocated to
representatives to be elected by
women members of the Legislative
Assemblies, ten seats shall be allo-
cated to representatives to be elected
by members of the Legislative Assem-
blies who are of the scheduled
castes, ten seats shall be allocated to
representatives to be elected by
members of the Legislative Assem-
blies representative of labour. The
Schedule makes provision for the
election to the Council of State of
representatives of Governors'
Provinces, Chief Commissioners’
Provinces, and other interests, and it
is proposed that 150 representatives
should be elected by the college of
electors. We are anxious that any-
thing that they do should not destroy
the prospects of a representation of
the special interests mentioned in the
Amendment. We are not satisfied
that any representation at all would
be given to these three classes of per-
sons. In order to ensure that there
shall be a minimum representation,
and that the voices of these special
sections shall be heard, we propose
the Amendment. The numbers we
propose will be a small proportion of
the total number of seats on the
Council. We should very much fear
the operation of the Council of State
if there were no representation of the
depressed classes, or of women or of
labour. It could hardly be a represen-
tative assembly at all, and the voice
of a very large body of people might
be condemned to silence for years to
come. They might remain inarticulate
for generations, unless we take steps
now for them to find a place, and de-
cide that they shall be elected by peo-
ple who will be instructed, in order
that the result of the election shall be
unmistakable from the outset. The
Amendment does not go so far as to
say that there shall be 10 women but
that women shall elect 10 persons.
Still, we hope that will result in the
presence of at least 10 women on the
Federal Council of State and at least
10 representatives of Labour.

India, like the rest of the
world, is going through conditions of
great stress and the relations be-
tween capital and labour will be in-
volved. It will experience that stress

to a greater extent, perhaps, than any
other country in the next 20, 30 or
40 vyears. If India is to arrive at a
higher degree of prosperity she will
do so largely through becoming more
highly industrialised, and in that
process of industrialisation employers
and workpeople will frequently come
into conflict. The workpeople will re-
alise that there is no provision in this
new Constitution for any action to be
taken to improve the standard of liv-
ing of the labouring people and will
have to fall back upon action to be
taken by themselves. It is by their or-
ganisations and by their influence in
politics that the working people in our
own country have secured improve-
ments in labour conditions here, and
if we are to give the depressed
classes and the labouring classes in
India an opportunity in this new era
of industrialisation we must at this
stage introduce these safeguards for
labour into the Constitution. | do not
anticipate any resistance to this
Amendment on the part of the Gov-
ernment. | cannot conceive of any ar-
gument in opposition to it being put
forward. | think it must have been
through an oversight in drafting that
these three classes were left out.
3.44 p.m.

Mr. COCKS | would ask the
Government to consider this Amend-
ment very seriously, because it is de-
signed to remove a grievance which |
know the Government did not intend
to impose and which, perhaps, they
hardly foresaw. It is a grievance
which is incidental to the change
made in this Bill since the original pro-
posals for the constitution of the two
Chambers were suggested two years
ago. This grievance is due to the rec-
ommendation of the Joint Select
Committee adopted by this Commit-
tee to change from direct to indirect
elections to the Lower Chamber. That
decision was made on the merits of
direct and indirect election but, of
course, | could not go into that matter
now. Consequential upon the change
in the method of electing the Lower
Chamber we found that we have to
have a new kind of second Chamber,
because the present Assembly is the
old second Chamber elected by the
Lower Houses in the Provinces. It was
therefore decided to set up a second
Chamber to be elected by the upper
Chambers in the Provinces, and in the
case where there were no upper
Chambers members were to be
elected by a small body of people
who would be just the kind of people
who would have formed the second
Chamber.

The result of that is that the
scheduled classes, in particular, have
been put under a great grievance.
Under the old proposals the sched-
uled classes would have had, | calcu-
late, at least eight members in the
Council of State and now they will
have none at all. In the original pro-
posals Madras had the right to elect
20 members to the Council, and they
were to be elected by proportional
representation by the 215 members

in the Madras Chamber. That gave a
quota of 11, or 10.75. The 30 mem-
bers of the depressed classes in the
Madras Chamber would therefore
have had the opportunity of electing
two members to the Council of State.
In Bombay, in the same way, they
would have been able to elect one, in
Bengal two, in the United Provinces
one, and in Bihar and the Central
Provinces one each. That would have
given them a total of eight represent-
ing the depressed classes in the
Council of State.

| frankly admit that under the
old system neither Labour nor women
would have been able to elect any at
all, but if Labour had thrown in its
votes with the scheduled classes, as
we were told they might do they
would have been represented and the
eight seats would have been brought
up to 13—there would have been
extra representation for Madras, for
Bombay, for Bengal, for the United
Provinces and if the scheduled
classes combined with the Labour
members they would have one repre-
sentative for the Punjab instead of
none. As for the women, if they had
combined their votes with the other
two it would have given them another
two seats—one more in Madras and
one more in Behar. | do not suggest
they would have done that, but they
could have done it. The scheduled
classes have a very direct grievance
because they would have had eight
seats undoubtedly and now they can-
not have any. On that same argument
Labour and women have a more re-
mote grievance, because they could
have only got representation anyhow
by combining with the scheduled
classes. Compare these figures with
the present proposals. If hon. Mem-
bers will turn to pages 257 and 288
they will find that the 20 members
for Madras, instead of being elected
by 215 members of the Lower Cham-
ber by proportional representation,
are elected by 56 members. In Bom-
bay 16 members are elected by 30.
In Bengal 20 are elected by 65. In the
United Provinces 20 are elected by
60. In Behar 16 are elected by 30.
These electorates which are the
Upper Chambers in the Province are
elected on a very high property fran-
chise.

On that system it seems im-
possible for the scheduled classes,
Labour, and, | imagine, the women, to
get any votes at all, certainly Labour
or the scheduled classes. There is
only one exception to that—Bengal.
In Bengal, 27 of the 65 who elect the
20, are elected by the Assembly by
proportional representation, and the
quota of just over three would give to
the scheduled classes if they joined
forces with Labour perhaps four
members out of the 27, who might
possibly get one representative
elected to the Council of State. Provi-
sion is made for the election of Mus-
lims, Indo-Christians and Europeans
to the Second Chamber but none for
the three classes mentioned in our

(Contd. on next page)
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(Continue from page 6)
Amendment. Certain pledges were
given by high authority that those
classes would have adequate repre-
sentation. The Governemnt accepted
the Poona pact, which had reference
to the communal question, and which
guaranteed to the depressed classes
"adequate representation in all the
legislative bodies." We are discussing
one of the legislative bodies, the Sec-
ond Chamber, which will have practi-
cally coequal powers with the Lower
Chamber, and the promise made to
the depressed classes should hold
good in regard to this Second Cham-
ber as in other respects. The Prime
Minister, in a message to the chair-
man of the Franchise Committee,
said: The new Constitution must
make adequate provision for the rep-
resentation of the depressed classes.
| gather that he meant that represen-
tation must be given to them in all the
Chambers.

The Committee, | think, will
agree on the general principle, and
will be in sympathy with it, apart
from the special complaint. | have
had letters from India on this subject,
in which the opinion which | have
been putting to the Committee has
been very strongly expressed. We are
dealing with an important legislative
body, and it is not only unfair but it is
not wise that important classes
should be totally unrepresented upon
it. Proposals have been made in the
past by hon. Members on the Conser-
vative side of the House for the re-
form of another place, and some of
them have suggested that in the re-
form of that Second Chamber trade
unions should have their representa-
tives. Yet it is proposed that three
large classes in India are to have no
representation upon these Second
Chambers, which will deal with mat-
ters affecting their interests. | hope
the Committee will agree that that
grievance should, if possible, be reme-
died. | make an appeal to the Govern-
ment on this matter. The grievance
has been unintentionally created, and
we suggest that this is one of the
ways in which it can be removed. Per-
haps the Government will say to me:
"Even your figures at their highest
only give the three classes a repre-
sentation of 15, whereas our propos-
als will give them 30." We think they
should have 30, but | am sure that all
those classes in India would be very
grateful to the Government if they
had the certainty of a representation
of 15.

3.55 p.m.

Mr. ISAAC FOOT Earlier in the De-
bate, an hon. Member on the Govern-
ment side raised the question of the
scheduled classes—which phrase is
used to denote the depressed
classes. He said he had been in-
formed that the scheduled classes
had no grievance in respect of the
Legislative Assembly because, as a
result of the Poona pact, they would
have a larger representation than
would have been possible two or
three years ago, when these contro-

versies commenced. That hon. Mem-
ber was informed that the grievances
would be considered when we came
to the Schedule which is now under
discussion. It is not open for us to go
into the merits of the question of di-
rect or indirect vote for the Legislative
Assembly, and | have no intention of
entering upon that territory. The Com-
mittee have now to consider that one
of the results of the change—
whether that change was for the bet-
ter or not—is that it is not only an
entirely new method of dealing with
the Council of State, but the change
was arrived at so late by the Joint Se-
lect Committee that there was very
little time for them to consider the
consequences of their decision. That
was commented upon in another
place by Lord Salisbury, who was on
the Joint Select Committee and who
put his views later before the House
of Lords.

| am not allowed to quote
what was said by the Noble Lord in
another place. Although he approved
of the system of indirect election as
compared with the direct vote, he
thought that the consequences were
fantastic. We shall have an opportu-
nity of commenting upon that view
when we are discussing a later part
of the Schedule. | am now concerned
only to deal with the depressed
classes. | had an opportunity of tak-
ing part in the Debate in this House
in 1931, when we first considered
the proposals of the first Round Table
Conference, and | expressed the opin-
ion, which | think will now be shared
by practically all Members of the
Committee, that if India entered upon
this great constitutional change she
could not shut out consideration of
the depressed classes, who number
anything from 30,000,000 to
60,000,000 of the population, and
that any attempt to shut them out
would only condemn to sterility and
failure the future of that country. | be-
lieve there will be a common feeling
on this matter in the Committee, and
that even those with whom we have
been crossing swords on other as-
pects of the India controversy will be
in agreement that that great section
of the Indian people must have a fair
share of representation if the consti-
tutional proposals are to succeed.

| have already said that no
complaint will be made as far as rep-
resentation to the Legislative Assem-
bly is concerned. One hon. Member
has observed that although under the
Poona Pact the depressed classes
were given considerable representa-
tion, they were still in a minority. That
is inevitable, and nothing can be done
to change that. The result of the
change made at the eleventh hour by
the Joint Select Committee was that
a grievance was created, so far as the
scheduled classes were concerned.
Hon. Members who have been in
communication with India have had it
made clear to them that that griev-
ance is very seriously felt. | shall be
interested to hear what the Under-
Secretary has to say on this matter,

in which he has a very special inter-
est, because in addition to holding
the high office that he now occupies
he was a member of the Franchise
Committee and was brought face to
face with some of those problems
when, with some of his colleagues,
assisted by many eminent Indians, he
was able to go over a large part of
India and inquire into this matter.

I would like the Under-Secre-
tary to tell the Committee whether
the Government recognise that there
is a grievance of which the depressed
classes complain; and whether this
change has taken the representatives
of the scheduled classes by surprise?
When they were here and joined in
our discussions, all the discussions
proceeded upon the assumption that
the action of the Secretary of State
in standing by the White Paper would
probably be the final conclusion ar-
rived at. | think that the examination
and cross-examination by the Indian
delegates would have been very dif-
ferent if they had thought that a sys-
tem of indirect voting would have
been set up. Most of us assumed that
because of the adamantine attitude
taken up by the Secretary of State all
through, such a policy could never be
undertaken. Therefore, to my mind
the Indian delegates when they left
assumed that the direct vote would
be the system established. They had
not contemplated at that time this
constituency for the Council of State.
I would like Members of the Commit-
tee to understand that the constitu-
tion of the Council of State was never
under review by the Joint Select
Committee when the Indians were
present; it was never across the hori-
zon at that time. If it had been under
consideration the very able delegates
they had, in cross-examining and ex-
amining the many witnesses and ex-
perts, would have directed their
inquiries in that direction. They have
not had the opportunity. So that the
constitution of the electing body for
the Council of State is something
upon which we have had practically
no discussion, and certainly no dis-
cussion while the Indian delegates
were present. The only object in hav-
ing the Indian delegates present was
that we might be able to canvass
their views on matters so closely af-
fecting the future constitution of their
country. That opportunity in the cir-
cumstances never arose.

Therefore, | ask Members of
the Committee to understand that
there is a special responsibility upon
them in this matter, inasmuch as we
are now covering territory where we
have not had the opportunity of rep-
resentation of the views of the Indi-
ans themselves. We shall have an
opportunity later, | assume, before
this Schedule is completed, of com-
menting upon the constituency which
will elect the Council of State. | think
it is a preposterous constituency, one
of the disastrous results of what |
think was a disastrous decision in re-
lation to the indirect vote. But there is
no doubt at all that the most specific

pledges have been given, as the hon.
Member for Broxtowe (Mr. Cocks) has
said, to the depressed classes, that
they should have reasonable or ade-
quate representation upon any of the
governing bodies under the new con-
stitution. | have my sympathy with
the Government on the matter. |
know that they saw these difficulties
from the beginning. That is one of the
reasons why the Secretary of State
again and again said that he could
not contemplate a change of the di-
rect vote to the indirect.

These are the two questions
to which | would like to have replies:
What representations there were
from the scheduled classes upon this
question of their representation in the
Council of State; whether they ex-
pressed their grievance in this regard;
and how the Government contem-
plate that that grievance is in any
way to be met? Are the depressed
classes to be left without remedy, or
to what extent is any remedy likely to
go? | believe that the only way in
which we can help those who have
for many generations been in a con-
dition of extreme disability and hope-
lessness, the only way in which we
can relieve their condition is to give
them some responsibility and to give
them some representation in both
Houses, so that those who want to
obtain places in those Houses shall
for the first time in Indian history
have to go to these people and con-
sult their wishes. From the beginning
| have tried to take some interest in
the cause of these people. | think it
has appealed to me, as to all who,
have gone into the matter, and | am
very glad, therefore, that the Amend-
ment has been raised, because it
gives an opportunity for a full discus-
sion upon a very important matter. |
submit very respectfully the ques-
tions | have put to the Under-
Secretary.

4.7 p.m.

Major MILNER | think that the hon.
Member for Bodmin (Mr. Isaac Foot)
has rendered a distinct service to the
Committee in making it clear that this
matter of the constitution of the
Council of State was not in detail be-
fore the Joint Select Committee. As
far as we on the Labour benches are
concerned | do not think there is any
Amendment which is of more impor-
tance to us than that now being dis-
cussed. The position quite simply is
that in the Council of State it is ex-
tremely unlikely there will be any rep-
resentative of women, Labour, or the
depressed classes, and unless the
Under-Secretary can satisfy the Com-
mittee that these very important and
distinct sections of the Indian com-
munity are to have representation in
that body, | hope that sufficient feel-
ing will be expressed to persuade or
compel the Government to provide
representation for them. In the form
in which the Bill is before the Com-
mittee it seems to me that that rep-
resentation can only be brought
about by some reservation or alloca

(Contd. on next page)
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tion such as is proposed in the
Amendment.

The hon. Member for Bodmin
dealt fully with the position of the de-
pressed classes, and | do not propose
to labour their case, important though
it is, except to say that unless some
special provision is made in the Bill,
those 40,000,000 or 50,000,000 of
people in the depths of poverty and
degradation, and suffering from a
number of social and economic dis-
abilities, will have no representation
at all in the Council of State. As far
as the other two sections of the In-
dian community are concerned, |
would like to say a few words. We on
the Labour benches certainly regard
the representation of women as ex-
tremely important. | do not think
there can be any more important fac-
tor in the future government of India
than that women should have some
representation, some foothold, from
which they can build up greater rep-
resentation and greater power in the
future. Unless provision is made for
them greater than any hitherto or
greater than that which is proposed
to be made by the Government,
women will not have the foothold
which in our judgment meets the
needs of the situation.

The cause of the great major-
ity of the women in India, the cause
of their children and the future of the
whole Indian race, depend to a large
extent on women being able to come
out into the open and to take their
share—it may be only a small part at
first, but later it would be a greater
part—in the government of their
country. That is more particularly im-
portant in the Council of State and
the Federal Assembly. The great ma-
jority of women's questions in India,
or the most important ones, have no
particular relation to Provinces. The
marriage customs, purdah, and mat-
ters of that sort extend in varying de-
grees throughout the country, and are
therefore more peculiarly matters
with which the Federal Legislature
and the Council of State are likely to
have to deal. It is extremely important
that women should have some repre-
sentation in that Council. We all know
that over the greater portion of India
women today occupy a position of in-
feriority. We have done very little in
the last 150 years to improve their
position. They still suffer from all
these deplorable customs, such as
purdah, keeping them in effect in
seclusion for the whole of their lives;
and that statement applies, as we
know, to the highest as well as to the
lowest. On one occasion | had the
privilege of attending the Bombay
races. One saw the Maharaja's car
drawn up with his wife or wives in-
side, and the curtain was drawn. That
sort of thing applies in varying de-
grees to other sections of the com-
munity. It is essential that we should
make a breach in this centuries-old
wall that surrounds the women in
India.

There is another very impor-

tant factor. It is important in our own
country, but even more important and
more serious in India. That is the
question of maternal mortality. There
are members of this Committee who
can speak with greater knowledge on
this subject than | possess, | think
that the hon. Lady the Member for
the English Universities (Miss Rath-
bone) gave some figures in a previous
Debate which showed that between
100,000 and 200,000 mothers die in
childbirth every year. The social serv-
ices in that respect, the midwives
and doctors and so on, are only con-
spicuous by their absence throughout
the greater portion of India. All these
matters, apart from general questions
of education, the great prevalence of
illiteracy amongst women and the
101 questions of that sort, do require
that women should be given a
foothold in the government of India,
and more particularly in that portion
of it which will be represented by the
Federal Assembly and the Council of
State.

We, therefore, hope that the
Committee will regard this matter
with the seriousness which it de-
serves, and will pass the Amendment
so as to indicate to the Under-Secre-
tary the Committee's feelings on the
subject. Is the Under-Secretary able
to assure the Committee that unless
some provision of the nature pro-
posed is made there will be one
woman likely to sit in the Council of
State for many years to come? | can-
not conceive that he can give an af-
firmative answer to that question.
Apart from the women rulers of im-
portant States—there are one or two
of them—1 do not think it likely that
the general body of women will have
representation in the Council of State.
| turn for a moment to the question
of the representation of labour. There,
again, by reason particularly of the
matter of indirect election to which
the hon. Member below the Gangway
has referred, there is no possibility
whatever of the labouring elements or
the poorer classes of the community,
or the trade unions, obtaining within
any time that we can foresee a single
seat in the Council of State. One
knows that those who are to be
elected to the Council of State are to
be elected by the Upper Chambers of
the Provincial Legislatures. Those
Upper Chambers themselves will con-
sist for the most part of well-to-do
and prosperous landlords or lawyers,
or people of that sort, and there is no
possibility, indeed it is not contem-
plated that any of those gentlemen
who come under what may be called
the Electoral College, except perhaps
in an exceptional case—perhaps Mr.
Joshi or some other leader of that
sort—may be elected.

I do not think there is any
possibility that those representing
those important classes—represent-
ing | imagine 90 to 98 per cent. of
the people of India—will have any
representation in the Council of State.
| imagine the hon. Gentleman will
probably say there is a special inter-

est for which we have made provision
in other legislative bodies. For in-
stance, we are not proposing to give
any representation to commerce or
industry in the Council of State. Quite
obviously those special interests will
already be amply represented in the
Upper Chambers both federally and
provincially. Therefore, | suggest to
the Under-Secretary there is very little
validity in that argument.

Again | challenge him: s
Labour, as we know it in India, likely
to have any representation in the
Council of State? The Princes, as we
know, are to have special representa-
tion—indeed, an overriding represen-
tation, as we think—and there is not
going to be one voice able to be
raised on behalf of that great and im-
portant body in the interests of the
great majority of the people of India.
| cannot conceive that this Commit-
tee is going to sit idly by and let any
of these three classes—women,
labour or the scheduled class—go
without some representation, how-
ever small it may be, and that repre-
sentation can only be obtained on
allocation or reservation as proposed
in this Amendment. | cannot conceive
of the Committee letting that state of
affairs go without protest. It may be
that some alteration of the communal
award in that regard may have to be
made. It is far more important that
those classes should have represen-
tation—a representation hitherto de-
nied to them. We, above all people,
sitting freely in this House as we do,
among Members representing every
section of the community, men and
women alike, should see that in India
representation is similarly granted to
all sections of the community, and
particularly to those sections which
need it most. If | had to choose, | am
not sure that | would not put the
claim that women have on a higher
basis than that of labour.

It is true that Mr. Whitley's
Commission said there was no sec-
tion which had a higher claim to spe-
cial representation than labour had,
and | think labour has an extremely
strong claim. We know the Simon
Commission said that the future po-
sition of women was the key of
progress, and there is no one, who
has visited India or knows the least
bit about it, who is not anxious to
break down the position from which
women are suffering in India to-day. |
hope that this Committee will insist
on provision being made so that
those three classes—women, labour
and the depressed classes—may be
represented on what will be the most
important legislative body.

Brigadier-General Sir HENRY
CROFT May | ask the hon. and gal-
lant Member whether he can inform
the Committee whether the confer-
ence of Trade Unions which met, |
think, a fortnight ago in India consid-
ered this particular point, and
whether this particular Amendment
has been tabled from the point of
view of labour on account of such
representations from India, or

whether the decision of the confer-
ence had nothing to do with this or
reforms in general?

Major MILNER | regret | can-
not give the hon. and gallant Member
information about a conference
which took place a fortnight ago in
India, but the Committee might rest
assured that this claim has the sup-
port of the body representing labour
in India. | have a memorandum from
Mr. Joshi, representing the Trade
Unionists, in which he makes a spe-
cial point of the lack of representation
of labour. | think the Committee may
take it that a provision of this sort
would have their whole-hearted
support.

XXX

Duchess of ATHOLL | feel it is very
important, however it may be arrived
at, to have women on the Council of
State as well as in the Legislative As-
sembly. There are very big social
questions which specially affect their
welfare, their lives and their health. It
seems to me absolutely essential that
they should be in a Council in which
these questions may be discussed. It
is all the more essential that they
should be represented in the Council
of State, because if this Bill is passed
in its present form the Governor-Gen-
eral will have no powers whatever in
regard to the welfare of women or
any other class of persons in India ex-
cept in so far as he can protect the
peace and tranquillity of the country.
At the present moment he has the
power to require any Act to be passed
by the Indian Legislature which is es-
sential in his opinion for the peace,
tranquillity and interest of India. As
this question of social welfare is
being left entirely in the hands of In-
dian Ministers both in the Provinces
and the Central Legislature, it does
seem to be absolutely essential that
women should be represented in all
these various bodies and | am very
glad the Government, however tardily,
have recognised that fact.

And as they have brought
themselves to make a breach in pre-
serving places for a special interest, |
feel there is a case to be made out for
reserving seats for members of the
scheduled castes. The Minister, in re-
ferring to this matter, said that mem-
bers of these castes were, under a
communal award, to get a better
deal. He referred to the changes
made in the representation of the
scheduled castes by the Poona Pact
made between Mr. Gandhi and repre-
sentatives of the depressed classes.
As the result of that, the number of
seats to be reserved to the depressed
classes, was considerably increased,
but at a cost of the separate elec-
torates which the Prime Minister's
original award would have given. As
matters stand now, their seats are re-
served in the seats to be elected by
what are known as the general con-
stituencies. There will be a primary
election of members of the scheduled
castes, in which they will elect four
candidates, and out of these the

(Contd. on next page)
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general constituencies will elect the
persons to the provincial assemblies.
When one remembers that the sched-
uled castes are bound to be very
much outnumbered in the general
constituencies by caste Hindus, it
seems extremely doubtful in the
minds of those who know India
whether the members of the sched-
uled castes will succeed in returning
the members of their caste they most
desire to see elected. If the election
really depends on the votes of caste
Hindus, and if the interests of caste
Hindus and members of the sched-
uled castes and depressed classes
conflict, as they may well appear to
do, it may be that there will be mem-
bers of the scheduled castes who will
wish some of their very severe dis-
abilities removed, and members of the
castes who do not see eye to eye
with them. Does it not stand to rea-
son that, as a result of the final elec-
tion, where caste Hindus
predominate, the members of the
scheduled castes finally elected will
be those who do not insist on a
strong line about the needs of their
fellows? It seems almost unquestion-
able that the general constituencies
will chiefly return members of the
scheduled castes who can be relied
upon not to take so strong a line as
other members of these castes.

We have also to remember
that members of the scheduled
castes are very poor, and it may be
difficult for them to meet the ex-
penses of election. Many persons in
India are in debt to moneylenders,
who nearly always are caste Hindus.
That will give the caste Hindus an
enormous advantage in many of
these elections. Therefore, | am afraid
that | cannot agree with my hon.
Friend that the members of the
scheduled castes are getting a better
deal under the revised communal
award than the Prime Minister really
intended them to have. Though the
India Office believe that members of
the scheduled castes are likely to be
returned to the Council of State in
numbers not less than four, and per-
haps from four to six, it is open to
question whether these four or six
necessarily will be men who will be
thoroughly representative of the
scheduled castes, the men whom
members of these castes would most
wish to have representing them in the
Council of State. | cannot help think-
ing it might be wise, if the Govern-
ment could find it possible, to extend
the breach which my hon. Friend ad-
mits has been made in the original in-
tention with regard to the Council of
State. If they are going to insist on
places being reserved for women,
they might very well insist on places
being reserved for members of the
scheduled castes.

| would observe to the Com-
mittee that my hon. Friend, in what
he has promised to do with regard to
the Governor-General's Instrument of
Instructions, has really put the repre-
sentation of Labour in the Council of

State on a firmer basis than the rep-
resentation of the scheduled castes,
because it is quite certain from what
he has said, if | have understood him
aright, that if there is no representa-
tion of Labour in the Council of State
through the members elected to that
Council in the various Provinces, the
Governor-General will be instructed to
make up that deficiency by means of
nomination, but no such assurance
has been given with regard to the
scheduled castes.
XXX

Sir H. CROFT The discussions on this
vital Schedule have ranged over a
considerable number of subjects, and
had the opportunity occurred, my
hon. friends and | would have very
much liked to stress certain other
points. Before we leave the Schedule
| desire to call attention once more to
two or three startling innovations
which have been introduced under
pressure this afternoon. The Sched-
ule as it is now leaving us is very dif-
ferent from that which is printed in
the Bill. The Council of State, instead
of being formed on simple lines,
clearly to be understood, as sug-
gested by the Joint Select Commit-
tee, is now to have certain confusions
and political differences, and even dif-
ferences of sex are going to be ac-
centuated owing to a decision taken
this afternoon. Women who cannot
find entry into these democratic insti-
tutions in India in the normal way at
the present moment, owing to the
fact that ideas about the liberation of
women are more backward there
than in this country, where we are so
enlightened, are to be sent up to the
Council of State. There are to be six
women from the six leading
Provinces, whether that is the desire
of Indians or not. Personally, | think it
is a pity that the Under-Secretary
should have varied the principles
which we understood had been pre-
cisely laid down at earlier stages. |
presume that six male representatives
from those Provinces are to be ex-
cluded, willy nilly, in order to make
way for these privileged ladies, who
sail into this Upper House by this ex-
traordinary method.

On several occasions the
Government rebuked us on these
benches when we made certain sug-
gestions concerning trade and other
matters which we felt would be for
the good of India. They were shocked
at the idea that we should endeavour
to impose anything on India. The
whole of the serried ranks of Lan-
cashire almost collapsed when they
were told that they must not do any-
thing which could be regarded as im-
posing Imperial preference on India.
They faded away like the mist before
the sun, after having put up a very
bold fight for a tariff advisory board.
Why were they driven off the battle-
field so easily? Because they were
told that it was wrong to impose any-
thing of the kind upon India. Now,
contrary to the Joint Select Commit-
tee's Report, we are to have these
most desirable—as we would con-

sider them in this House —members
of the female species imposed upon
India, and their presence is going to
be felt in the Council of State.

Well may Indians declaim
against the way in which we are in-
sisting upon what is wise for them
according to our Western theories
when they see that there are to be six
representatives of the angelic part of
the world introduced into the Council
of State in India whilst we have de-
cided that it is not wise for our
women to sit in the House of Lords.
It is a violation of the principle which
has hitherto been laid down by the
Secretary of State that no special in-
terests should be chosen in order that
this Chamber may be of a different
character from the Legislative Cham-
ber. For some extraordinary reason

which nobody understands the
Under-Secretary has varied that
provision.

The same observations apply
to the depressed classes. | think it is
rather unwise that the hon. Gentle-
man should have given way to one or
two rather ineffective arguments
from the benches opposite, because
who is there who has really heard the
case of the depressed classes in India
who will deny that they really have no
effective representation at the pres-
ent time? Who can deny that the best
representatives of the depressed
classes in India would be men se-
lected by the Governor-General for
their great authority, such as distin-
guished and enlightened Indians who
could look at the problem from the
point of view of India as a whole, or
distinguished and experienced British
administrators who would be chosen
on account of their great work? | can-
not help thinking that it was unwise
to give way in this matter.

Everybody knows that there
has been a change of opinion among
the leaders of the depressed classes.
They seem to be very amenable to
any kind of agitation, and | do not be-
lieve that they will stand up to any
great difficulties, religious or other-
wise. | believe that their leaders only
swallowed the Poona Pact because
Mr. Gandhi refused to swallow his
food. They have shown no such lead-
ership as would stand up to political
pressure. The Under-Secretary of
State and His Majesty's Government
would have done far better for the de-
pressed classes in India if they had al-
lowed —although "allowed" is the
wrong word—the Governor-General
naturally to choose the finest repre-
sentative he could find in the whole
of India, one who could be relied
upon to look most favourably upon
the problems which confront the de-
pressed classes.

In regard to that part of the
subject which is passing from us
now, we have this extraordinary deci-
sion of the Government to interfere —
| do not think that that is the wrong
word —by suggestion with the choice
of the Governor-General in the matter
of Labour representatives in the
Council of State. | believe that the

Governor-General has six nominated
members whom he is allowed to
choose. In the opinion of my hon.
Friends and myself that number is ut-
terly inadequate. It has been seen
time and time again in the last three
weeks how vital and essential it is
that the Governor-General should
have a sufficient number of nomi-
nated members who are skilled in ad-
ministration and who are picked men,
able to help these democratic institu-
tions during the strivings of their in-
fancy. Out of this precious six whom
the Governor-General has, and who
ought to be the absolute pick and
flower of the available men in India,
we are told now that the Governor-
General has to give special consider-
ation to Labour representation.

| was surprised to hear the
Under-Secretary of State say that the
choice of the Governor-General has to
be narrowed down in this connection,
and that the Governor-General has
specially to consider what are called
Labour representatives. There are no
representatives of Labour in India.
That is an entire misnomer. Vast num-
bers of the workers of India are ut-
terly unorganised, and the only
people who assemble together in any
form of organisation are to be found
in two or three of the big cities,
where there are trade unions. They
had a conference three weeks ago.
The champions of Labour, whom | am
glad to see looking so full of fight on
the Opposition benches this evening,
will probably bear me out when | say
that that conference desired that the
Bill should not be inflicted upon India
at all. | hoped that the right hon. Gen-
tleman the Leader of the Opposition
would have taken his cue from his
comrades in India, and would have re-
sisted this Measure altogether, but
no, he is the principal supporter of
His Majesty's Government. When my
hon. Friends and | have endeavoured
to uphold Conservative principles and
have stood out for them in the Lobby,
we have often seen the Socialists and
Liberals pressing His Majesty's Gov-
ernment through the Lobby from one
bad decision to another.

| beg the Committee to realise
that words have been bandied across
the Table with the result that the
Under-Secretary has definitely sug-
gested that the Governor-General
shall give special consideration to the
question of Labour representatives. |
suggest that such organised Labour
as there is in India—we have heard
from the hon. Member for West-
houghton (Mr. Rhys Davies) that
there is very little of it—falls into two
categories. One category can be de-
scribed as Communist, and wherever
they have given votes the votes have
been for complete swaraj, and the en-
tire elimination of British goods and
all that they call foreign goods. They
have a complete disregard of the wel-
fare of industry and labour in this
country. | am not sure that the other
category is not more numerous. It is
the category of trade union organised

(Contd. on next page)
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Dr. Ambedkar, Law Minister, has ap-
pealed to the people of India to em-
brace Buddhism.

"The present Hinduism", he
said, "about a thousand years ago
was nothing but Buddhism, but due to
the Muslim invasion and other causes

it lost its purity and was mixed
with dross.”
Dr. Ambedkar, who was

speaking at the Buddha temple at
Worli last night, deprecated the idea
that political independence would end
all the ills of the country. So long as
man creates barriers between man
and man, India can never be
prosperous.

"To end these troubles India

must embrace Buddhism which is the
only religion based upon ethical prin-
ciples and teaches how to work for
the good and well-being of the com-
mon man."
Dr. Ambedkar declared that he would
devote the rest of his life to the revival
and spread of Buddhism in India. -
PTI., Bombay, Sept., 30.

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar advocates adop-

uism favoured by

GIOVANNI

tion of Buddhism by Hindus.

We are glad to note that all
the articles in the Vaisakha Number of
the Maha Bodhi have been much ap-
preciated in the cultural and literary
circles of Asia and Europe. It is sur-
prising to find, however, that Dr.

Ambedkar’s article, "Buddha and the
future of his religion"”, published in the
said issue, although it has been highly
appreciated, should have evoked ad-
verse criticism and that his innocent
advice offered to the Hindu commu-
nity to accept Buddhism as a cardinal
principle in its religious life should
have been misconstrued in some
Vedantic quarters in India. It must be
admitted by all students of Hinduism
that the word Hindu itself is a word of
foreign origin and is nowhere used in
the old scriptures. It is also known
that the Muslim invaders from outside
India used this word for the first time
to signify all religious sects across the
Indus, namely, the Shaktas, the Vais-
navas, the Tantrikas, the Bauddhas,
the Jains, etc. Thus from the stand-
point of the origin of the word itself,
a Brahminical Hindu alone cannot

HARDSHIPS AND
DOWNFALL OF
BUDDHISM IN INDIA

VERARDI

Dr. Ambedkar

or Bueddbisn i

The Rise «na Decline

India

claim to be a Hindu, and deny the
term to other religious sects in India.
It is further to be seen that the reli-
gious scriptures in India, whatever
might be their sectarian denomina-
tions, claim for themselves the com-
mon label, “Arya Dharma” or “Arya
Marga”, i.e., Aryan path as opposed
to the Non-Aryan paths. Nobody, not
even a Brahmanical Hindu, can have
objection, if one changes one form of
Arya Dharma for another.

Dr. Ambedkar has given some
cogent reasons why a Brahmanical
Hindu may sometimes like to adopt
Buddhism and offer it to his co-reli-
gionists. The Indian constitution itself
clearly lays down that “the reference
to Hindus shall be construed as in-
cluding a reference to persons pro-
fessing the Sikh, Jain, or Buddhist
religion”. It is also well known that the
Brahmanical Hindus look upon Lord
Buddha as the ninth Avatara (Incarna-
tion) of God Sri Vishnu and the pres-
ent age as the age of the Lord Buddha
to be followed by the age of Sri Kalki,
the last Avatara who would come only
at the end of the Kali age. From all

these considerations, it is surprising
why a Brahmanical Hindu should ob-
ject to one taking refuge in the Bud-
dha, His Dharma and His Sangha,
during this age of the Buddha. In by-
gone days, brothers belonging to the
same family in India could often be
found professing different religious
creeds - one being a Shaiva, another
being a Vaisnava and the third being a
Buddhist, and there had never been
any domestic unhappiness on that ac-
count. If that was possible in by-gone
days, why should not the same thing
be possible now in free India when the
constitution itself wants to obliterate
all superficial differences amongst the
Brahmanical Hindus, the Buddhists,
the Sikhs, and the Jainas? Further,
when Hindu India is proud of her cul-
tural links with the Buddhist lands like
Japan, China, Burma, Thailand, Indo-
China, Ceylon, etc., it would be un-
wise for any Indian to minimise the
intrinsic merit of the path of the Bud-
dha.
Source Courtesy: The Maha Bodhi,
Vol.58 (1950)
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(Continue from page 9)
Labour, which is absolutely under the
thumb of the capitalists, the mill-own-
ers—hon. Members know that what |
am saying is a fact—who, in the time
of boycott can completely control
their actions and can force them to
take action so disastrous as that then
entered upon to the great disadvan-
tage of India.

| hope the Committee appreci-
ate that a very great change has taken
place. | regret that the Under-Secre-
tary has given way on these two
points, because they are not going to
be for the better government of India.
If the Bill is to be passed into law, |
should imagine that it would be desir-
able that we should make it strong,
and that we should not pander to sec-
tional interests. From whatever point
of view we may look at the Bill, no
Member of the Committee can fail to
realise that it is impossible, in the
present state of India, to obtain repre-
sentatives of Labour. The men who

will best represent the workers of
India are those who have had experi-
ence in all the great difficulties of the
vast country areas, and who under-
stand the difficulites which confront
the ordinary peasant worker at the
present time.

One other subject to which |
desire to refer is of immense impor-
tance, but time has not permitted us
to discuss it this evening. | will only
refer briefly to it, in so far as it occurs
in the Schedule. It is stated that every
Prince is to have absolute choice in
selecting the person or persons who,
in the Assembly at Delhi, will repre-
sent his State. Everybody realises that
the Government of India will be Hindu.
The vast majority, | think something
like 70 per cent., of the Princes and
ruling Chiefs in India are Hindu, and
the result is that if you go straight
ahead and give them no direction in
the Bill that the representatives should
have some relation to the communal
opinions of the inhabitants of the

States, the Hindu electorate will be
immensely enlarged, and our deci-
sions to set up in the Schedule a num-
ber of electorates will be weighted still
more tremendously in that direction.
Anything we could have done
to have narrowed the religious differ-
ences of India would have been wise.
We have had that point cropping up in
every discussion on this Schedule this
evening. The danger for the future is
that you have such an overwhelming
majority of Hindu members in British
India. It has always been put forward
to members of this party that the
Princes are going to be a conservative
and stabilising influence—but | wish
to point out this fact, that religion will
be at the root of practically every
great political difference which wiill
occur in India. Nearly every great,
burning topic which occurs in India is
on account of these intense religious
differences. Does the Committee re-
alise that if the Schedule goes through
as it is the Princes will be able enor-

mously to increase their Hindu major-
ity? And the consequence is that far
from making for equipoise we are
going to overweight the Hindu elec-
torate enormously, because we have
done nothing to see that the people of
the States shall have adequate repre-
sentation of their communal differ-
ences among the representatives
whom the Princes may choose. This
always seems to me to be a matter of
vital importance.

Here you have great Princes
ruling over States. The Prince may be
Hindu or Mohammedan, with his sub-
jects following other religious opin-
ions. Knowing what we do about the
intense religious feeling in India, are
we wise to lay down that a Prince can
disregard entirely the religious opin-
ions of the people in his State? Should
we not have been wiser to have seen
to it that the representation should
have been something comparable to
the religious opinions of the people
who dwell in these States?
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The UNDER-SECRETARY of STATE for
INDIA (Mr. Butler) | beg to move: That
an humble Address be presented to
His Majesty, in pursuance of the pro-
visions of Section 309 of the Govern-
ment of India Act, 1935, praying that
the Government of India (Provincial
Legislative Assemblies) Order, 1936,
be made in the form of the draft laid
before Parliament, subject, however,
to the following amendments:— In
paragraph 2 of Part |, after line 28, on
page 2, insert,— '"member" in rela-
tion to a constituent body for a com-
merce and industry, mining or planting
constituency, does not include an as-
sociate member."' In paragraph 6 of
Part I, in line 31, on page 8, after 'is,’
insert 'an Indian Christian.' In para-
graph 9 of Part IX, after line 29, on
page 60, insert,— '(6) Paragraph 9a
of Part IX of the Sixth Schedule to the
Act shall apply in relation to the Shil-
long constituency as it applies in rela-
tion to territorial constituencies.' In
paragraph 14 of Part XI, in line 14, on
page 69, leave out road and public
works,' and insert local, 'land or vil-
lage." | think it would probably be
convenient if we were to take on this
first Motion a general discussion em-
bracing all these Orders. Most of the
points of interest are raised on this
first Motion and are repeated either in
the Provincial Legislative Councils
Order or in the Orders relating to
Burma. These Orders in Council repre-
sent a further series of steps in the
steady progress which is being made
with those arrangements which are
necessary under the Government of
India Act. They mark a stage in the
steady progress which is being made
towards the establishment of the new
Constitution in the Provinces of India.
As such, | think they will be wel-
comed by the House. The magnitude
of the task involved cannot be exag-
gerated. Hon. Members looking at this
massive set of documents, may well
marvel at the expedition with which
this machinery of representation has
been perfected by those responsible.
There is some urgency that the House
should give its approval to these Or-
ders, since, after Parliamentary ap-
proval has been given, it will be
possible to make the administrative
arrangements necessary in order to
set up the electoral machinery which
will bring into being, in due course,
after the Elections the new legisla-
tures in the Indian Provinces. It is es-
sential that such administrative
arrangements as the making of the
electoral rolls should lie undertaken in
the course of this summer, if the elec-
tions are to be held, as we hope, next
cold weather. If Sir Otto Neimeyer's
report on the financial conditions of
the Provinces is not unfavourable and
if the House approves an Order which
the Government, in due course, hope
to lay on the subject, setting up the
new Provinces, the new legislatures
will be able to start their wok and
provincial autonomy will be able, to
begin next Spring, which is the time, |
referred to when introducing the pre-
vious Orders the other day.

The handling of masses of de-
tail has become almost second nature
to all those officers who have to deal
with this complicated problem and it
will be appropriate if | pay a tribute on
behalf of my noble friend to the very
remarkable work of the Delimitation
Committee in preparing this material.
Sir Laurie Hammond left this country
in September last and was joined in
India by his two Indian colleagues,
one a judge of the High Court of
Madras and the other a judge of the
High Court of Lahore. They toured
India and covered nearly 10,000 miles
and in the short period of just over
three months produced a very inter-
esting, very detailed, vary efficient
and, what is, perhaps, most impor-
tant, a very human set of blue boot s
on this interesting subject. Hon. Mem-
bers no doubt regard themselves as
experts on electoral matters. | think
we all regard ourselves as experts on
such questions, at any rate in our own
constituencies, and, as experts, | think
we ought to appreciate the human,
quasi-judicial explanation of the many
problems involved in this subject
which is to be found in the Hammond
Report. | stress the fact that the in-
quiry was quasi-judicial, in that the
committee included two judges of the
High Court.

In order to make those Orders
a little more easily comprehensible my
Noble Friend has issued an explana-
tory memorandum in which hon.
Members may have been able to read
a description of the Orders themselves
and also the particular points on
which the Government differ from the
report of the Hammond Committee.
Actually those points are not very
considerable. They are set out in such
detail and so clearly in this memoran-
dum that it will not be necessary, |
think, for me to deal with them at
great length. | shall, however, try to
make clear the chief points in these
Orders, as | see them, and, of course,
if any points are raised by hon. Mem-
bers in the subsequent Debate | shall
be only too glad to answer them. It
seems to fall to my lot to have to try
to explain, as shortly as | can and |
hope as clearly as possible, rather
complicated pieces of machinery such
as this machinery of representation
with which we are now dealing.

| think the House would be
wise to accept, some of the detail at
any rate, from the Committee, having
regard to its quasi-judicial character,
but | shall touch upon the main points.
| propose to consider, first, the terri-
torial constituencies and the problems
raised by them and afterwards the
special constituencies in which spe-
cial interests are to be represented. All
the constituencies follow the Table
which the House approved in the Fifth
Schedule to the Government of India
Act and which is sometimes known as
the communal award. The task of the
Committee was to set out the limits
of those territorial constituencies ge-
ographically, according to the commu-
nities and according to the Table
already approved by the House. The

territorial constituencies therefore are
on a communal basis. A certain num-
ber of them are to be classed as gen-
eral constituencies. These are, for the
most part, single-member constituen-
cies though, in some, seats are re-
served for representatives of the
scheduled castes, according to the
scheme laid down in the Poona Pact
negotiated between the scheduled
castes and the caste Hindus. There
are a few, especially in Bombay, where
the general opinion is in favour of mul-
timember constituencies, in which
seats are reserved for representatives
of such races as the Mahrattas who
have the privilege of having reserved
seats for some areas.

One of these Orders sets out
a list of the castes which are to be re-
garded as "scheduled," according to
local conditions in the particular
Provinces named. If | refer to that par-
ticular Order now it will enable me to
touch upon that subject. The Govern-
ment of India (Scheduled Castes)
Order of 1936 sets out, in its sched-
ules the different castes which, for
the purposes of reserved seats in the
general constituencies, are to be re-
garded, according to local conditions,
as scheduled castes. If hon. Members
want to pursue the definition of
"scheduled caste" more closely they
will find the most authoritative work
upon the subject, at any rate in a
short compass, to be the chapter deal-
ing with scheduled castes in the orig-
inal Franchise Committees report. It
gives some idea as to how these
castes were chosen as being
scheduled.

The second type of territorial
constituencies, apart from the general
constituencies, are the Mohammedan
constituencies, which are fixed ac-
cording to the Table of the communal
award in the original Act. The third
type are the Sikh constituencies,
which are to be found in the Punjab
and North-West Frontier provinces,
Then there are seats for Europeans,
Anglo-Indians and Indian Christians in-
cluded in nearly every province. The
territorial seats then are on a commu-
nal basis and divided out among these
various communities. The size of
these constituencies may be of some
interest to hon. Members, and | think
the best way of arriving at a realisa-
tion of the size is to turn to volume Il
of the Hammond report and study the
tables at the very beginning of the re-
port, which set out the average area,
population and voting strength per
constituency and, on the back of the
tables, per territorial seat in the new
Houses in the provinces. That sets out
clearly the size and the population and
the number of electors likely to be
found in each seat. To sum up the re-
sults of that table for the benefit of
the House, it is true to say that the
new seats, thanks to the size of the
House having been increased, in each
case will be approximately half the
size of the seats in the old Chamber,
and therefore to that extent the diffi-
culties which candidates have experi-
enced in getting into touch with the

electors will be reduced by one-half.
Now let me turn to some of the diffi-
cult decisions which the Committee
had to make in deciding upon these
territorial constituencies. They had to
decide, first, upon the complex ques-
tion of urban versus rural, which has
been referred to in one of the early
chapters of the Hammond report.
They had to decide which -constituen-
cies should be urban and which rural,
and they had—a very important mat-
ter for India—to see that the weigh-
tage received by the towns was not
too great in comparison with the
countryside, which is, after all, the
largest feature of India‘'s problem. |
think part of the common sense meth-
ods adopted by the Hammond Com-
mittee is found when they try to
define a town. After going through
various technical descriptions, they
come down on this common sense
one: "When is a town not a town.
When it is so declared by the local
government, with the support of pop-
ular opinion." It seems to me a thor-
oughly common sense description of
an otherwise very technically difficult
subject, and in alluding to this defini-
tion | think it sums up the sort of com-
mon sense with which hon. Members
ought to approach these Orders.

Provincial and local idiosyn-
crasies have been followed wherever
possible. That was the principle which
animated those of us who served on
the Franchise Committee, because it
is hardly necessary to remind the
House that these Provinces of India
have their own local characteristics
and that each one of them is as large
as a European country. The upshot of
their decisions about urban versus
rural is that India, in the villages,
which | believe Parliament has always
wished should not be dominated by
the urban element, will find a propor-
tion of its seats slightly in-creased
from what they were previously in the
ratio of urban versus rural; that is, the
proportion of urban seats will be re-
duced from what they were before by
a small percentage.

The second problem to which
the Committee applied their minds
was whether these constituencies
should be single-or multi-member. |
am summing up some of their prob-
lems so as to try to make these Orders
a little clearer. The Committee decided
that the general rule should be for sin-
gle-member constituencies, except in
the general seats to which | have re-
ferred, in which one seat has to be re-
served for members of the scheduled
castes, and in a few other cases, no-
tably in the Presidency of Bombay,
where the general rule is to be a multi-
member constituency. | will allude to
that in a minute.

The Government have shown
in their explanatory memorandum that
the Committee originally decided in
favour of multi-member seats in
Madras. The Committee thought at
first that it would be easier to secure
the election of representatives of
some of the sub-castes into which the

(Contd. on next page)
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Hindu community is so very much di-
vided were there to be multimember
constituencies, but the Government,
on considering this matter, after tak-
ing into account public opinion as ex-
pressed in a debate in the Council
recently in Madras, have come to the
conclusion that it would be wiser to
adhere to the single-member system,
because, after all, there are sub-divi-
sions of the Hindu community in other
Provinces and other parts of India as
well as in Madras. A single-member
constituency is more simple, and in
view of the massive nature of this
electoral machinery it is surely wise to
go for simplicity where we can.

In the case of Bombay, how-
ever, there is a, different problem.
There it is races that desire represen-
tation, and not simply sub-castes of
the Hindu community. For some years
Bombay has had a multi-member sys-
tem, and it has been thought wiser to
continue a multimember system, par-
ticularly with regard to the racial sub-
divisions, in particular the Mahrattas
and the Parsees. Therefore, in view of
past history and of these particular
races in Bombay, there are to be multi-
member constituencies in Bombay.
The general rule is for single-member
constituencies, except in Bombay and
in one or two isolated cases where
geography demanded, as it has ap-
peared to demand in this country one
or two double-member constituencies,
that the system of double-member
constituencies should prevail. There-
fore, the decision upon the question of
single-versus multi-member is for sim-
plicity and in favour of single.

What is decided about the
method of voting? What sort of vote
shall be used in these constituencies?
Some critics of this plan have
thoughts that it is likely to be very
complicated, but | would again point
out here that we do not wish to throw
any sop to those higher mathemati-
cians who take a great interest in the
intricacies of the different kinds of
votes. Our wish is to try to adhere to
simplicity, and therefore the simple
rule has been followed that in single-
member constituencies the single
vote shall be used. In double- or multi-
member constituencies the decision is
in favour of the cumulative vote. The
cumulative vote sounds very mysteri-
ous, but it comes to this, that an elec-
tor shall have as many votes as there
are seats, and he shall give his votes
either in one bunch for one candidate
or spread them about, as many votes
as he has, among several candidates.
The reason we have chosen this cu-
mulative system in multimember con-
stituencies is that, following the
advice of the Franchise Committee,
we believe it will broaden the choice
of the elector and will tend to break
down those boundaries of caste and
creed which are the basis of all India's
difficulties.

Another reason why in multi-
member constituencies, of which the
House will have seen there are very
few, we have chosen this system is

because it seems to fulfil the spirit un-
derlying the Poona Pact. The Ham-
mond Committee have written some
words of great wisdom about the
Poona Pact which are imbued with the
same common sense which has led
them to come to their other decisions.
They say the basis of the Poona Pact,
in which one seat is reserved in gen-
eral constituencies for scheduled
castes, is mutuality, that is, that it is
possible in the election for scheduled
caste voters to vote for a caste Hindu
and for a caste Hindu to vote for a
scheduled caste candidate in mutual-
ity. It is only in such things that the
spirit of the Poona Pact, which was in-
tended to preserve the scheduled
castes within the Hindu fold, will be
preserved.

The House will remember that
in the Poona Pact there is, first, a pri-
mary election to elect a panel of the
scheduled caste candidates. From this
panel four scheduled caste candidates
are chosen, again by the simple single
vote. Once the scheduled caste panels
are elected through the primary elec-
tion, they then vote with the caste
Hindus for the two seats in the gen-
eral constituency, of which one is re-
served for a scheduled caste
candidate. The use of the cumulative
vote encourages this principle of mu-
tuality. The House will notice that op-
portunity has been taken in this
Legislative Assembly Order to remedy
the franchise proposed for the sched-
uled castes. When some provincial
electoral rolls were being worked out
it was found that the scheduled caste
electors did not in every case come to
10 per cent, as had been originally
suggested, and so the opportunity has
been taken to alter their franchise, to
give an opportunity to lower it, to give
an opportunity for more scheduled
caste electors to cast their votes. The
last reason in favour of the cumulative
vote is that this method has been suc-
cessfully used in Bombay, where there
have been multimember
constituencies.

So much for the territorial
constituencies, with which these Or-
ders are chiefly concerned. There are
also many special constituencies pro-
vided for by the original Act, so that
this electoral system in India is not, as
some would suppose, merely a copy
of Victorian practice, but combines
the territorial and the functional sys-
tem in a nicely balanced communal
framework, and therefore, from the
point of view of India, is a thoroughly
up-to-date and suitable system. There
are special seats reserved for women,
commerce, labour, land-holders and
universities. The electorate for these
seats is included in these Orders in
Council and was left by the Act for
these Orders to deal with.

The women's seats are to be
for the most part in urban areas, be-
cause it is found more suitable for
women to canvass for votes in urban
areas in the present state of social de-
velopment in India. For the Mo-
hammedan seats in four provinces the
women will canvass women alone, be-

cause of the social conditions in that
community, but for the general seats
the women will seek the suffrage of
men and women. In passing let me
say to those enthusiasts for an in-
crease in the influence that women
will be able to exert in these matters
in India, that we have found it possible
to include a provision abandoning the
application requirement for women
with a wifehood qualification in
Madras. To that extent the number of
women in Madras will be increased.
The application requirement was
abandoned in a good many other
provinces when we discussed the Bill,
and | am glad to be able to announce
that the application requirement has
now been abandoned also in Madras.
Then as to the labour seats, if Labour
does not succeed in electing its own
members in the general constituen-
cies, which owing to the franchise will
be possible in one or two wards of
Bombay, there are to be two special
methods by which Labour will elect
functional representatives —first, the
labour constituency as it is called;
and, second, the trade union seat. The
roll of electors in the labour con-
stituencies will be made up by the
pay-rolls of certain factories in certain
areas, which are set out in the Sched-
ules of the different provinces in this
Order. All those workers working in
those factories and included on those
pay-rolls will be included as electors
of the Labour seats. Perhaps hon.
Members opposite will be interested
to notice that we have abandoned the
minimum wage qualification in these
labour constituencies. We think that if
there are to be labour constituencies
every opportunity should be given to
those who fulfil the other conditions
laid down in the Orders.

The trade union seats will be
elected in the manner described, for
instance, in the Madras portion of the
Order, in paragraph 24 and onwards,
as set out in the Order. This method
may be summed up as follows: Only
those trade unions which are recog-
nised according to the terms of the
Order will be used as electoral col-
leges for the election of representa-
tives, through their members, to sit for
these trade union seats. This method
has been found necessary in view of
the fluctuating existence of trade
unions in India. Unfortunately, some
trade unions at any rate tend to be of
rather a mushroom growth, and if a
trade union is to form an electoral col-
lege, the Hammond Committee, and
indeed before them the Whitley Com-
mission on Labour and the Franchise
Committee as well, recognised that
some method of ascertaining which
trade unions should be regarded as
suitable and permanent enough to be
an electoral college, should be de-
vised. The Government, therefore,
have suggested that the trade unions
should fulfil certain conditions, that
the Governor should act as a tribunal
and certify certain unions as being
recognised for the purpose of forming
electoral colleges. In passing | should
say that the Governor will be empow-

ered to pass on his duties to a tribu-
nal, which he can set up for the pur-
pose. It would be really rather
over-weighting things if we were to
suggest a tribunal in every province;
since in some provinces only one
functional Labour seat is included in
the original table which Parliament
passed, it would be rather overweight-
ing the suggestion if a tribunal were
to be set up to certify a union for the
purpose of one Labour seat only.

We are not discussing the
broader and perhaps more interesting
question whether trade unionism
ought to be encouraged; we are dis-
cussing whether trade unions should
be used as electoral colleges for the
election of Labour seats, and the Gov-
ernment, despite the criticism of
Labour leaders in India—the House
will see it in the Hammond Committee
Report—has decided that it will en-
courage trade unionism according to
the advice of the Whitley Commis-
sion, if certain seats are reserved for
trade unions. The Government has
purposely taken this step on the defi-
nite proviso that the trade unions cho-
sen shall be durable and shall not have
a fluctuating existence. There are one
or two general considerations that are
worth making about the labour seats.
The representation of Labour in these
functional seats is the most important
thing. This method is really experi-
mental. Labour may gain certain seats
in ordinary general constituencies, but
in this transitional period at any rate it
is important that there should be
some functional seats for Labour to
express its views. There are now to be
38 labour seats according to the orig-
inal table, which is a great advance on
the numbers before.

The representatives of com-
merce are to be chosen in the manner
set out in the Order, and here the
same principle has been adopted—
that those who shall vote in the com-
merce seats shall really have some
commercial stake in the country. The
landholders' seats are to be contin-
ued, but are not, like the labour seats,
to be increased; they are to be contin-
ued in the constituencies of the land-
holders as set out in detail in the
Order. It has been found possible to
include all the Talugdars of Oudh and
not only, as recommended by the
Hammond Committee, those who pay
a land revenue of not less than
Rs.10,000 per annum They will be a
source of satisfaction to all those who
have studied the influence of the
Talugdars of Oudh The university
seats are to be based not only upon
the Senate or Court, but upon gradu-
ates of a certain standard. This sums
up the different sorts of special seats
and the method of election to each.
The methods differ slightly, and in
some of them the distributive vote has
been adopted, but for the most part
simplicity has been followed.

Of the other Orders before the
House the first is the Legislative Coun-
cils Order, which deals with the Upper
House in the provinces. The

(Contd. on next page)
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To the

growth and

glory of this Hindutva contribution had been made by

Untouchables like Valmiki, the seer of the Vyadhageeta, Chokhamela and

Rohidas as much as by Brahmins like Vashishta, Kshatriyas like Krishna,
Vaisyas like Harsha and Shudras like Tukaram.

On November 4, 1927, a function
took place at the Damodar Hall in
Bombay. The Depressed Classes Insti-
tute entertained at a party Mr. Mardy
Jones, Labour M.P., who was then on
a visit to India. Mr. Jones said that he
was pained to see the tragic dehu-
manised condition of a people who
numbered more than the total popu-
lation of Scotland and England. Mr.
Jones concluded by expressing the
hope that the great man of learning
and energy the Untouchables had
produced would soon deliver them
from bondage.

Simultaneously with the
preparation for the Mahad struggle
was coming to a head the issue of
temple entry at Amraoti. For the pre-
vious three months this struggle was
boiling, and the trustees of the Am-
badevi temple were served with a no-
tice by the promoters of the temple
entry movement. Their reply came on
August 21 that it was not possible for
them to break off traditional customs
and to allow the Depressed Classes
to enter the temple. Thereupon lead-
ers like Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh,
other promoters of the temple entry
movement in Berar, and Mr. Gavai, a
leader of the Untouchables, held a

meeting at Amraoti to discuss the
issue. A compromise was suggested,
but ultimately it broke down. The
vanguards of the movement, there-
fore, decided to hold a conference to
take a final decision as to the strug-
gle. Accordingly, on November 13,
1927, a conference of the promoters
of temple entry movement was held
at Indra Bhuvan Theatre, in Amraoti,
over which Ambedkar was invited to
preside. A vast crowd surged up at
noon to receive the leader of the Un-
touchables at the station. The pro-
ceedings of the Conference
commenced in great excitement.
Among those present were Mr.
Tikade, Bar-at-Law; Mr. Chaubal,
pleader; Mr. K.B. Deshmukh, Mr. De-
orao Naik, Mr. D.V. Pradhan and Mr.
R.D. Kowly. Dr. Panjabrao Deshmukh
made an introductory speech, traced
the developments leading up to the
Conference, and proposed the name
of Ambedkar to the Presidential Chair.
Mr. Nanasahib Amritkar seconded the
proposal.

Ambedkar then rose to deliver
his address amidst tumultuous ap-
plause. He said that the image of God
in the temple should be accessible to
all who wanted to worship it, without

any discrimination, binding or condi-
tion. Recalling how the Hindus de-
nounced the South African
Government for throwing Indians into
separate compartments, he pro-
ceeded: "The most important point
we want to emphasize is not the sat-
isfaction you get from the worship of
the image of God, but the plain fact
that a temple is not defiled by the
presence of an Untouchable, nor is
the purity of the image affected by it.
That is why we oppose the idea of
separate temples for us and insist on
entering into existing ones.” Coming
to the legal side of the question, he
said that although it was a fact that
the temples were not built with the
aid of the Untouchables, they must
be open to them for the simple rea-
son that the temples belonged to all
the Hindus and for the benefit of Hin-
duism. And even though in certain
cases a temple was a private prop-
erty, it was meant for the use of all
Hindus; and since they called the Un-
touchables Hindus, they were entitled
to entry into the temples to worship
the deity. He then turned to the cul-
tural side of the question and said
eloquently: "Hindutva belongs as
much to the Untouchable Hindus as

to the Touchable Hindus. To the
growth and glory of this Hindutva
contribution had been made by Un-
touchables like Valmiki, the seer of
the Vyadhageeta, Chokhamela and
Rohidas as much as by Brahmins like
Vashishta, Kshatriyas like Krishna,
Vaisyas like Harsha and Shudras like
Tukaram." "The heroes like Sidnak
Mahar who fought for the protection
of the Hindus were innumerable. The
temple built in the name of Hindutva
the growth and prosperity of which
was achieved gradually with the sac-
rifice of touchable and untouchable
Hindus, must be open to all the Hin-
dus irrespective of caste." He further
said that if they accepted this fact,
there was no use telling the Untouch-
ables that they were not entitled to
that right because they had not used
it in the past, inasmuch as they could
not prevent a man from going along
a certain road because for years to-
gether in the past he had not used it.
What was true in the case of roads,
was also true of temples and public
watercourses, he concluded.
Source Courtesy:
Dr. Ambedkar Life and Mission
By Dhananjay Keer
(First published: 1954)

Commons Sitting of 30 VMarch 1936
Government of India Act, 1935

(Coninue from page 11)
constituencies of the Upper Houses
are to be nearly all single, and as there
are fewer seats there the constituen-
cies will naturally be larger and the
electorate will be smaller. The House
will remember that my Noble Friend
placed a White Paper before the House
in September, and that it included the
electorate for the Councils of the
provinces. The contents of that White
Paper are now included in these Order,
so that in the provincial councils the
electorate to the Upper House is in-
cluded as well. There are no special in-
terests in the Upper House.

The last two Orders refer to
Burma, the first the Burma House of
Representatives Order and the second
the Burma Senate Elections Order. The
general principles in these Orders are
the same as in the Assembly Order,
and follow exactly the same lines, and
deal with almost exactly the same
problems.

There are one or two minor
Amendments on the Order Paper and
for these | must apologise, but in the
immense mass of material that has
been dealt with it is really surprising
that the corrections have been re-
duced to this minimum. The only one
| want to refer to is the first one on the
Order Paper, following the first Motion,
which deals with bodies associated
with commerce and the constituent
bodies of commerce seats. The reason
for this is to exclude the associate
members, since many of them are for-
eign firms. Apart from that the
Amendments are detailed or drafting,

and | shall move them in company
with the main Order.

In conclusion let me say that
India has proceeded by slow degrees
to the present extent of her franchise
and the present nature of her system
of representation. This is a massive
system of electoral representation but
it is no more massive and imposing
than our system of social assistance,
and | do not believe that it is any less
well worked out, or that it will prove
any more unwieldy. The slow progress
which has led to the laying of these
Orders before the House has entailed
at least four years' consideration and
includes now nearly 200 vyears of
British Parliamentary and electoral ex-
perience. | do not think it is too much
to hope that the experience which we
gained as a result of the struggle be-
tween the Buffs and the Blues in many
a county borough such as Eatanswill
will be put at the disposal of India and
enable India to profit by our experience
and learn perhaps by some of our mis-
takes. | am certain that the Indian
countryman when he gets an opportu-
nity to use the method which we are
putting before him will be able to de-
cide upon a local figure in exactly the
same way as our people decide here
at home. | have confidence in his
knowledge of public affairs and influ-
ence upon them, and the liberty thus
won through the trial and ardour of a
slowly-expanding electoral system;
and | hope that this scheme will
achieve the same result and save India
from some of the abuses and mistakes
that we

have made.

Mr. SPEAKER The hon. Member sug-
gested that the Debate should take
place on all the Motions together if the
House agree. If the House does agree
to that course, | will put the Questions
separately after a general debate.
4.15 p.m.

Mr. MORGAN JONES | beg to move, at
the end of the Question, to add the
words, In Part Il, on page 13, in line
36, leave out paragraphs 23 to 27. We
are once again called upon to discuss
some of these Orders, which are
somewhat exceptional in character in
so far as the procedure by means of
which we can deal with them in this
House is somewhat exceptional in it-
self. | think | am right in saying that
we do not take leave of them at this
stage, but that they have to go to an-
other place and will return to us at a
later stage when they have been dis-
cussed there. We hope that our discus-
sions on the succeeding stage will be
more or less formal, and we propose
to say what we have to say on this
stage to-day. The first thing we ought
to do is to say how completely one as-
sociates oneself—and | am sure my
hon. Friends on this side do—with the
well-deserved tribute which the Under-
Secretary paid to Sir Laurie Hammond
and his colleagues for the colossal
piece of work which they have per-
formed. Those who had the privilege
of participating in the work of the
Joint Select Committee will appreciate
how stupendous was the task which
confronted the Hammond Committee

when it embarked on this study. lts
success is really notable, and the fact
that it has been achieved in so short a
time makes it one that merits our com-
plete commendation.

The work which this Committee un-
dertook was of tremendous impor-
tance because, whatever our views
may be about the nature of the new
constitution which was carried last
year by Parliament, we all admit that
in the long run any constitution de-
pends on the care and precision with
which these particular provisions are
laid down in Orders from time to time.
When we were discussing this ques-
tion in the Joint Select Committee |
often wondered how in the long run it
would be possible to overcome two or
three major difficulties. There was the
difficulty of religious antipathies and
antagonisms—a very important ele-
ment, so far as | was able to under-
stand the situation in Indian life. Then
there were the difficulties within the
Hindu community with regard to
castes and subcastes. There was, too,
the exceedingly difficult task of fram-
ing some sort of franchise system
which would give something workable
when the Constitution was inaugu-
rated. When | thought of these, among
other problems, | felt that they were
almost insuperable. However, the
Hammond Committee has now pre-
sented us with some recommenda-
tions, and although | do not pretend
that we agree with all of them, they
do give us a series of proposals which
enable us to visualise the problem as
it actually is.



L{‘l Ambedkar Timesll lssue-29  www.deshdoaba.com September 30, 2020]

The Aryan race theory is so absurd that it ought to have been dead long ago.

But far from being dead, the theory has a considerable hold upon the people.

"What is it that is noteworthy about
this book? Undoubtedly the conclu-
sions which | have reached as a result
of my investigations. Two questions
are raised in this book: (1) Who were
the Shudras? and (2) How they came
to be the fourth Varna of the Indo-
Aryan society? My answers to them
are summarised below :

(1) The Shudras were one of the
Aryan communities of the Solar race.
(2) There was a time when the Aryan
society recognized only three Varnas,
namely, Brahmins, Kshatriyas and
Vaishyas.

(3) The Shudras did not form a sepa-
rate Varna. They ranked as part of the
Kshatriya Varna in the Indo-Aryan so-
ciety.

(4) There was a continuous feud be-
twen the Shudra kings and the Brah-
mins in which the Brahmins were
subjected to many tyrannies and in-
dignities.

(5) As a result of the hatred towards
the Shudras generated by their tyran-
nies and oppressions, the Brahmins
refused to perform the Upanayana of
the Shudras.

(6) Owing to the denial of Up-
anayana, the Shudras who were
Kshatriyas became socially degraded,
fell below the rank of the Vaishyas
and thus came to form the fourth
Varna.

XXX XXX XXX

The Aryan race theory is so
absurd that it ought to have been
dead long ago. But far from being
dead, the theory has a cosiderable
hold upon the people. There are two
explanations which account for this
phenomenon. The first explanation is
to be found in the support which the
theory receives from Brahmin schol-
ars. This is a very strange phenome-
non. As Hindus, they should
ordinarily show a dislike for the Aryan
theory with its express avowal of the
superiority of the European races over
the Asiatic races. But the Brahmin
scholar has not only no such aversion
but he most willingly hails it. The rea-
sons are obvious. The Brahmin be-
lieves in the two-nation theory. He
claims to be the representative of the
Aryan race and he regards the rest of
the Hindus as descendants of the
non-Aryans. The theory helps him to
establish his kinship with the Euro-
pean races and share their arrogance
and their superiority. He likes particu-
larly that part of the theory which
makes the Aryan an invader and a
conqueror of the non-Aryan native
races. For it helps him to maintain and
justify his overlordship over the non-
Brahmins.

The second explanation why
the Aryan race theory is not dead is
because of the general insistence by
European scholars that the word
Varna means colour and the accept-
ance of that view by a majority of the
Brahmin scholars. Indeed, this is the
mainstay of the Aryan theory. There
is no doubt that as long as this inter-
pretation of the Varna continues to be
accepted, the Aryan theory will con-
tinue to live. This part of the Aryan
theory is therefore very important and

calls for fuller examination. It needs
to be examined from three different
points of view: (1) Were the European
races fair or dark? (2) Were the Indo-
Aryans fair? and (3) What is the orig-
inal meaning of the word Varna ?
XXX XXX XXX

Enough has been said to
show how leaky is the Aryan theory
expounded by Western scholars and
glibly accepted by their Brahmin fel-
lows. Yet, the theory has such a hold
on the generality of people that what
has been said against it may mean no

following include the most important
of them :

(1) The Shudras are alleged to be
non-Aryans, hostile to the Aryans,
whom the Aryans are said to have
conquered and made slaves. How is
it then that the rishis of the Yajur
Veda and the Atharva Veda should
wish glory to the Shudras and ex-
press a desire to be in favour of the
Shudras?

(2) The Shudras are said not to have
the right to study the Vedas. How is
it then that Sudas, a Shudra, was the

more than scotching it. Like the snake
it must be killed. It is therefore nec-
essary to pursue the examination of
the theory further with a view to ex-

pose its hollowness completely.
Those who uphold the theory of an
Aryan race invading India and con-
quering the Dasas and Dasyus fail to
take note of certain verses in the Rig
Veda. These verses are of crucial im-
portance. To build up a theory of an
Aryan race marching into India from
outside and conquering the non-
Aryan native tribes without reference
to these verses is an utter futility.
XXX XXX XXX

| have shown what strength
there is in the thesis | have presented.
I will now proceed to show that the
thesis is a valid one. There is one test
which | think is generally accepted as
the right one by which to appraise the
validity of a thesis. It is that a thesis
which demands acceptance must not
only suggest a solution, but must
also show that the solution it pro-
poses answers the riddles which sur-
round the problem which it claims to
have solved. It is this test that | pro-
pose to apply to my thesis.

Let me begin by listing in one
place the riddles of the Shudra. The

composer of the hymns of the Rig
Veda?

(3) The Shudras are said to have no
right to perform sacrifices. How is it
that Sudas performed the Ashva-
Medha sacrifice? Why does the Sata-
patha Brahmana treat the Shudra as
a sacrificer and give the formula of
addressing him?

(4) The Shudras are said not to have
the right to Upanayana. If this was so
from the very beginning, why should
there be a controversy about it? Why
should Badari and the Samskara Gan-
pati say that he has a right to Up-
anayana?

(5) The Shudra is not permitted to ac-
cumulate property. How is it that the
Maitrayani and Kathaka Samhitas
speak of the Shudras being rich and
wealthy?

(6) The Shudra is said to be unfit to
become an officer of the State. How
is it then that the Mahabharata
speaks of Shudras being ministers to
kings?

(7) It is said that the duty of the Shu-
dra is to serve, in the capacity of a
menial, the three Vamas. How is it
then that there were kings among the
Shudras as testified by the case of
Sudas and other cases mentioned by

Sayana?

(8) If the Shudra had no right to study
the Vedas, if he had no right to Up-
anayana, if he had no right to sacri-
fice, why was he not given the right
to have his Upanayana, to read the
Vedas and to perform sacrifice?

(9) The performance of Upanayana of
the Shudra, his learning to read the
Vedas, his performing the sacrifices,
whether they were of any value to
the Shudra or not, were certainly oc-
casions of benefit to the Brahmins in
as much as it is the Brahmins, who
had the monopoly of officiating at
ceremonies and of teaching the
Vedas. It is the Brahmins who stood
to earn large fees by allowing the
Shudra the right to Upanayana, the
performance of sacrifices and the
reading of the Vedas. Why were the
Brahmins so determined to deny
these concessions to the Shudras,
when granting them would have done
no harm and would have increased
their own earnings?

(10) Even if the Shudra had no right
to Upanayana, sacrifices and Vedas,
it was open to the Brahmins to con-
cede him these rights. Why were
these questions not left to the free
will of the individual Brahmins? Why
were penalties imposed upon a Brah-
min if he did any of these
prohibited acts?

How can these riddles be ex-
plained? Neither the orthodox Hindu
nor the modem scholar has at-
tempted to explain them. Indeed they
do not seem to be aware of the fact
that such riddles exist. The orthodox
Hindu does not bother about them.
He is content with the divine expla-
nation contained in the Purusha
Sukta that the Shudra was born from
the feet of the Purusha. The modern
scholar is content with the assump-
tion that the Shudra in his origin is a
non-Aryan aboriginal, for whom the
Aryan quite naturally prescribed a dif-
ferent code of laws. It is a pity that
none of these classes of people have
cared to acquaint themselves with
the riddles which surround the prob-
lem of the Shudra, much less have
they thought of suggesting a theory
of the origin of the position of the
Shudra capable of solving them.

With regard to my thesis it
will be seen that it can explain every-
one of these riddles. Postulates (1) to
(4) explain how the Shudras could be
kings and ministers and why the
rishis should praise them and desire
to be in their good books. Postulates
(5) and (6) explain why there was a
controversy over the Upanayana of
the Shudra, also why the law not
only denied the right to the Shudra
but imposed penalties upon a Brah-
min, helping to make it effective. In-
deed there is no riddle which the
thesis does not solve. The thesis, if |
may say so, is a close and a perfect
fit. Few theses can therefore have a
better title deed than this.

Source Courtesy:

Select Passages from Who Were
The Shudras in Dr. Babasaheb
Ambedkar Writings and Speeches,
Vol.7
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It is erroneous to believe that the Shudras were conquered
by the Aryan invaders. In the first place the story that the Aryans came

from outside India and invaded the natives has no evidence to support it.

What was the position of the Shudra
before Manu? Manu treats the Shudra
as though he was an alien Non-Aryan
not entitled to the social and religious
privileges of the Aryan. Unfortunately
the view that the Shudra was a Non-
Aryan is too readily accepted by the
generality of the people. But there
can be no doubt that this view has
not the slightest foundation in the lit-
erature of the ancient Aryans.

Reading the Religious litera-
ture of the ancient Aryans one comes
across the names of various commu-
nities and groups of people. There
were first of all the Aryans with their
fourfold divisions of Brahmins, Ksha-
triyas, Vaishyas and Shudras. Besides
them and apart from them there were
(i) Asuras (ii) Suras or Devas (iii) Yak-
shas (iv) Gandharvas (v) Kinnars (vi)
Charanas (vii) Ashvins and (viii)
Nishadas. The Nishadas were a jungle
people primitive and uncivilized. The
Gandharvas, Yakshas, Kinnars, Cha-
ranas and Ashvins were professional
classes and not communities. The
word Asura is generic name given to
various tribes known by their tribal
names of Daityas, Danavas, Dasyus,
Kalananjas, Kaleyyas, Kalins, Nagas,
Nivata-Kavachas, Paulomas,
Pishachas and Raxasas. We do not
know if the Suras and Devas were
composed of various tribes as the
Asuras were. We only know the lead-
ers of the Deva Community. The well
known amongst them were Brahma,
Vishnu Rudra, Surya, Indra, Varuna,
Soma etc.

Due mostly to the ignorant in-
terpretations of Sayanacharya some
very curious beliefs prevail even
among the best informed people
about these communities namely the
Aryans, the Asuras and the Devas
and their inter-relation and their con-
sanguinity. It is believed that the
Asuras were not a human species at
all. They are held to have been ghosts
and goblins who plagued the Aryans
with their nocturnal visitations. The
Suras or Devas are understood to be
poetic deifications of nature’s forces.
With regard to the Aryans the belief
is that they were a fair race with
sharp nose and had a great deal of

colour prejudice. As to the Dasyus it
is asserted that a Dasyu is only an-
other name for a Shudra. The Shu-
dras it is said formed the aboriginals
of India. They were dark and flat
nosed. The Aryans who invaded India
conquered them and made them
slaves and as a badge of slavery gave
them the name Dasyu which it is said
comes from the word Das which
means a slave.

Every one of these beliefs is
unfounded. The Asuras and Suras
were communities of human beings
as the Aryans were. The Asuras and
Suras were descended from a com-
mon father Kashapa. The story is that
Daksha Prajapati had 60 daughters,
of them thirteen were given in mar-
riage to Kashapa. Diti and Aditi were
two among the 13 of Kashapa's
wives. Those born to Diti were called
Asuras and those born to Aditi were
called Suras or Devas. The two
faught a long and a bloody battle for
the soverignty of the world. This no
doubt is mythology and mythology
though it is history in hyperbole is
still history.

The Aryans were not a race.
The Aryans were a collection of peo-
ple. The cement that held them to-
gether was their interest in the
maintenance of a type of culture
called Aryan culture. Any one who
accepted the Aryan culture was an
Aryan. Not being a race there was no
fixed type of colour and physiognomy
which could be called Aryan. There
was no dark and flat nose people for
the Aryans to distinguish themselves
from. The whole of this edifice of
colour prejudice as being factors for
division and antagonism between
Aryans and the Dasyus is based upon
a wrong meaning given to the two
words Varna and Anas which are
used with reference to the Dasyus.
The word Varna is taken to mean
colour and the word Anas is taken to
mean without nose. Both these
meanings are erroneous. Varna means
Caste or group and Anas if read as
An-As means uncultivated speech.
That statement that the Aryans had
a colour prejudice which determined
their social order is arrant nonsense.

If there were any people who were
devoid of colour prejudice it is the
Aryans and that is because there was
no dominant colour to distinguish
themselves.

It is wrong to say that the
Dasyus were non-Aryans by race. The
Dasyus were not a pre-Aryan race of
aboriginals of India. The Dasyus were
members of the Aryan community
who were deprived of the title of Arya
for opposing some belief or cult
which was an essential part of the
Aryan Culture. How this belief that
the Dasyus were Non-Aryans by race
could have arisen it is difficult to un-
derstand. In the Rig Veda (X. 49)
Indra says: “l (Indra) have killed with
my thuderbolt for the good of the
man, known as Kavi. | have protected
Kupa by adopting means of protec-
tion. | took up the thunderbolt for
killing Susna. | have deprived the
Dasyus of the appellation of Arya.”
Nothing can be more positive and
definite than this statement of Indra
that the Dasyus were Aryans. Further
and better proof of this fact can be
had in the impeachment of Indra for
the various atrocities he had commit-
ted. In the list of atrocities for which
Indra was impeached there was one
charge namely the killing of Vratra.
Vratra was the leader of the Dasyus.
It is unthinkable that such a charge
could be framed against Indra if the
Dasyus were not Aryans.

It is erroneous to believe that
the Shudras were conquered by the
Aryan invaders. In the first place the
story that the Aryans came from out-
side India and invaded the natives has
no evidence to support it. There is a
large body of evidence that India is
the home of the Aryans. In the sec-
ond place there is no evidence any-
where of any warfare having taken
place between Aryans and Dasyus
but the Dasyus have nothing to do
with the Shudras.

In the third place it is difficult
to believe that the Aryans were a
powerful people capable of much mil-
itary prowess. Any one who reads the
history of the Aryans in India in their
relation to the Devas will be reminded
of the relationship that subsisted be-

tween the Viellens and their lords dur-
ing the feudal times. The Devas were
the feudal lords and the Aryans were
the Villens. The innumerable sacri-
fices which the Aryans performed
have the look of fudal dues paid to
the Deva. This servility of the Aryans
to the Devas was due to the fact that
without the help and the protection
of the Devas they could not with-
stand the assualts of the Asuras. It is
too much to presume that so effete a
people could have conquered the
Shudras. Lastly there was no neces-
sity to conquer the Shudra. They
were Aryans in the only sense in
which the word Aryan is used,
namely, the upholders of the Aryans
Culture. Two things are clear about
the Shudras. Nobody has ever con-
tended that they were dark and flat
nosed. Nobody has contended that
they were defeated or enslaved by
the Aryans. It is wrong to treat the
Dasyus and Shudras as one and the
same. As a people they may be the
same. But culturally they were quite
different.

The Dasyus were Non-Aryans
in the sense they had fallen away and
rebelled against the Aryan culture.
The Shudras on the other hand were
Aryans i.e. they were believers in the
Aryan way of life. The Shudra was
accepted as an Aryan and as late as
Kautilya’s Artha Shastra was ad-
dressed an Arya.

The Shudra was an intergral,
natural and valued member of the
Aryan Society is proved by a prayer
which is found in the Yajur Veda and
which is offered by the Sacrificer. It
runs as follows:

R O Gods

Give lustre to our holy priests,
set lustre in our ruling chiefs, Lustre
to Vaisyas, Shudras: Give, through
lustre; Lustre unto me.” It is a remark-
able prayer, remarkable because it
shows that the Shudra was a mem-
ber of the Aryan Community and was
also a respected member of it.

Source Courtesy:

Select Passages from the Chapter:
Shudras and the Counter Revolution,
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Writings
and Speeches, Vol. 3

I Gurbachan Singh Gill S/O Hoshiar Singh
Resident of 2610 E Paseo Ave, Visalia, CA 93292
Now I have changed my name
From Gurbachan Singh Gill to Gurbachan Singh

All concerned kindly note it.
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When in 1915

Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar was
giving final

touches to his
Ph.D. thesis at
T, Columbia Uni-
X versity in New

DO Y T3 Vork, a Punjabi
youth, who

had gone to America a few years ear-
lier, was involved in a dangerous mis-
sion of smuggling suns from
California to the Punjab for inciting
mutiny in India. This Punjabi youth
later became famous as Babu Mangu
Ram, the founder of the Ad Dharm
Movement. Mangu Ram was born in
a small village Mugowal in district
Hoshiarpur, Punjab on 14 January,
1886 in an untouchable family; his
father was a leather merchant. As by
then the doors of education had been
opened to all by the British rulers,
Mangu Ram was sent to the school
in the nearby village, Mahilpur, but

nationalists led by Lala Hardayal.

his sheer devotion and sincerity to
the cause of India’s freedom, he
came to be regarded as the most de-
pendable and reliable member of the
organization. In 1915, Mangu Ram
volunteered to be one of the five
Ghadarites accompanying a shipload
of guns and propaganda material
headed for India. This ship was unfor-
tunately intercepted by the British as
Batavia, and was sealed. It remained
sealed for nearly a year, with the five
Ghadarites as prisoners inside. In the
meanwhile, they were prosecuted in
absentia, and sentenced to death for
taking out the weapons illegally on
the ship. On hearing the capital pun-
ishment, some patriot Indians in Ger-
many decided to help the imprisoned
Ghadarites. Somehow, they managed
to smuggle the prisoners out from the
sealed ship, and sent them in differ-
ent directions. Mangu Ram was put
in a ship going to Manila. By mistake,

for fear of being intercepted. Taking
him, therefore, as dead, his wife mar-
ried Mangu Ram’s elder brother, who
was a widower. The validity of the
death warrant issued by the British
Government lapsed in 1924. Then
Mangu Ram thought of returning to
India. Accordingly, he came back to
Punjab in 1925. Soon thereafter,
Mangoo Ram became involved in an-
other kind of freedom struggle, the
liberation of the untouchables, the
people among whom he was born,
and the people who were meekly suf-
fering the atrocities of the Hindus.
Babu Mangu Ram’s association with
the Ghadar Party had broadened his
outlook, and sharpened his skills as
an organizer. Soon he found a band
of like-minded young men involved in
the social work, and began organizing
them in order to liberate the down-
trodden from the clutches of the
Hindu social slavery.

Encouraged by the response to his

The Ad Dharm Movement and Dr. Ambedkar

Dharm Mandal were established in
Jalandhar city from where the move-
ment was organized in a systematic
manner, and the devoted missionaries
spread the message far and wide in
the Punjab, and even beyond. Since
the Mandal had accepted Sahib Shri
Guru Ravidass Ji as its spiritual
leader, the movement became prima-
rily popular amongst the Chamars,
and they readily adopted the nomen-
clature of Ad Dharmi.

At the time, Babu Mangu Ram
was organizing the untouchables of
the Punjab under the banner of Ad
Dharm; Dr. Ambedkar was fighting a
similar battle in another part of the
country. Though they were thousands
of miles apart, yet their ideas and
methods of struggle were almost
identical. Both believed that the pres-
ent day Scheduled Castes are not
Hindus, and that their salvation lies
only in being independent of the
Hindu religion. Both believed in self-
help and advocated peaceful

the treatment meted out to him by
the Hindu teacher was far from
human. Like Bhim Rao in Satara,
Mangu Ram too was made to sit
outside the classroom. Not only
that, even the teacher would not
teach him directly; he was invariably
given lesson through a Muslim stu-
dent. Somehow, Mangu Ram
passed his middle examination and
joined high school at Bajwara, a
nearby town. Here too. He was sub-
jected to the same humiliation, and
was made to sit outside the class-
room. One day, it rained so heavily
that in spite of taking shelter under
a tree, Mangu Ram was completely
drenched. And when the snow-balls,
accompanied by high velocity
winds, fell like missiles on him, he
was unable to bear it any longer. So,
he ran to take shelter inside the

classroom. As soon as he had en-
tered the room, the teacher saw him,
and instead of showing any sympa-
thy, he started beating him with a
stick for having come inside. Weeping
and crying, Mangoo Ram went out,
and somehow reached his home.
Unmindful of the insult and
beating, Mangu Ram again went to
the school next day. As soon as he
reached there, he was surprised to
see the teacher in the process of pu-
rifying the classroom by sprinkling
water on the wooden table, chair and
the tats on which the students used
to sit. On seeing him, Brahmin
teacher cried out, “Oh Chandal, you
have come again”. Fearing another
beating, Mangoo Ram hastened back,
never to go again to the school. And
that was the end of his education.
With his education coming to
an abrupt end, Mangu Ram became
unemployed, and bit frustrated too. In
1909, he, along with some other
young men from the village, went to
California, U.S.A. in order to earn
some money by working in the Peach
Orchards of Fresno and elsewhere in
the San Joaquin valley of central Cal-
ifornia. Instead of earning money, he,
however, became involved in the ac-
tivities of the Ghadar Party, an inter-
national network of militant Punjabi

however, the ship reached Singapore.
Unfortunately for Mangu Ram, here
he was recognized by some traitor In-
dians who had earlier worked for the
Ghadar Party. They informed the Po-
lice. By now, for running away from
Batavia, death warrants had been is-
sued by the British Government to be
executed wherever any one of them
was found. Accordingly, the Singa-
pore Police began preparing for his
execution. Then a miracle happened.
Just half an hour before his execu-
tion, a gentleman named Barde,
whom Mangu Ram had never seen or
met, came, caught him by the arm,
took him out of the Thana, and put-
ting him on the same ship in which
Mangu Ram had come, he asked the
Caption of the ship to sail for Manila.
By the time the Police swung into ac-
tion, the ship had crossed the Singa-
pore Port Limits. Having failed to
intercept the ship, the police caught
hold of some drunkard; executed him
to cover up their lapse, and an-
nounced that Mangu Ram had been
executed. This news was later pub-
lished in the Indian Newspapers.

For the next 7-8 years, Mangu
Ram hid in the Philippines, and during
this period he had no contact with his
family as no letters could be written

ideas, Babu Mangu Ram convened a
Conference at his village Mugowal in
district Hoshiarpur on 11-12 June,

1926. Addressing the largely at-
tended Conference, Babu Mangu Ram
proclaimed that the Untouchables
constituted a separate Qaum, a reli-
gious community like the Muslims,
Sikhs and Hindus, and those they
were the original inhabitants of this
country. Hence, the movement was
named as Ad Dharm; and its leaders
devised distinctive costume, bright
red turbans and shashes; coined a
new sacred mantra or symbol, “So-
hang” and exhorted the people to call
themselves as Ad Dharmis.

The primary object of the Ad
Dharm was to give the untouchables
an alternative religion. Its another ob-
ject was to reform the society from
within. As social movement, the Ad
Dharm exhorted the people to abstain
from immoral practices; to lead a life
of purity and piety; to discard the use
of alcohol, drugs, give education to
boys and girls, and to treat all men
and women equal in the society. On
the whole, the movement was aimed
at giving the untouchables a sense of
pride and dignity as members of the
Ad Dharm.

The headquarters of Ad

means to achieve their goal. Both
laid the greatest emphasis on ‘ed-
ucation’. Babasaheb considered
“education” the key to all
progress, and Mangu Ram says
that only “education can lead us
to Sachkhand (the realm of
truth).” Again, Babasaheb ex-
horted the people to follow the
Three Commandments of ‘Educa-
tion, Agitation and Organization’
to gain power. According to
Mangu Ram, the poor have three
kinds of power: “Qaumiat (collec-
tive solidarity), Mazhab (spiritual-
ity) and Majlis (organization)”.
Within a year of its founding,
the Ad Dharm movement created
quite a stir in the Punjab by con-
stant rallies and conferences, if
forced the Government of the day
to take notice of the problems of
the untouchables. One of the rea-
sons of the poverty and exploitation
of the untouchables was the perni-
cious system of beggar, the system
under which they were forced to live
at the beck and call of others and
were obliged to do a great deal of
work without any remuneration what-
soever. The Ad Dharm Mandal agi-
tated against the system of beggar,
and demanded its abolition. The Man-
dal also agitatedfor repealing the Pun-
jab Land Alienation Act which
prohibited the untouchables from
buying even a small piece of land.
The Ad Dharm movement reached its
peak at the time of 1931 Census. As
a result of their sustained propa-
ganda, more than half a million un-
touchables declared themselves as
Ad Dharmis. This showed the organi-

zational skill of its leaders. “The mas-
sive support”, as says Mark
Jueregensmeyer, “created political

capital, and Mangu Ram used that
capital in political ways. Ad Dharmi
candidates stood for public offices
and an alliance was created with the
Unionist Party. In both instances,
scheduled caste leaders supported by
the Ad Dharm organization achieved
public positions”.

Courtesy: Dr. Ambedkar and Punjab

by D. C. Ahir
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IMMIGRATION
CONSULTANT

SANDHU

Passports, Visas, Green Cards, Sponsorship, Immigration
Forms , Citizenship, Spouse/Family Petitions, Study Visas

o eRn All Kinds of Immigratior WEOPEN
MANDEEP SANDHU
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Note: I am
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Immigration
Attorney.
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Indian Grill

Indiangrillsanleandro.com

w Pal343@ yahoo.com

Open 7 days a week
Lunch Buffet : 11:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Fine Dining: 4.30 PM - 9"30 PM

We do Outdoor & Indoor
Catering for all your Events
1600 Washington Ave.
San Leandro.CA 94577

Office (925) 779-1234
Direct (925) 366-3618
Fax (905) 219-3918
DRE Licence- 00871752

ramesh@rameshsuman.com

RAMESH SUMAN
Broker Realtor
RCS-D ™

www.majestichomes.us

P.O. Box 3434, Antioch, CA 94531-3434

GINNY WALIA
Law Offices. Inc
Ginny H. K. Walia

Experienced Jury Trial Lawyer §I17){N% LAW,
Featured as a legal analyst on CRIMINAL

Fox News, MSNBC and Kron 4
' DEFENSE

Tel: (408) 724-9200
Fax: (408) 724-9202
Toll Fre: 1 (00) 379-9330

SAROAY
INVESTMENT REALTY

Ram Saroay

AND CIVIL
LITIGATION

ginny@walialawfirm.com
www.walialawfirm.com

Broker/Realtor
Business License 031035

ramsaroay@hotmail.com

39039 Paseo Padre Parkway Suite # 205 Fremont, CA 94538
Office: (510) 742-8120, Cell; (510) 368-3983
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6930 65TH STREET # 115 SACRAMENTO CA 95823

Amrik Chand (cea)

Phone : 510-490-8200
Fax : 510-490-8202

Email : achand@pacbell.net

Income Tax Preparation
(Individual, Corporation & LLC)
Payroll Services & Bookkeeping Services
* We are in this business since 1989.
Your satisfaction is our goal.

959 Corporate Way, Fremont, CA. 94539

* Please call us for
Professional & reliable

services at reasonable rates.
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INDIAN. PAKISTANI & FIJJIAN GROCERIES

WE ARE OPEN
7 DAYS A WEEK

9:00 to 8:30
LRl o (209) 478-0285

RENT DVDS & BUY CLOTHES
rox (209) 477-3206

CcALL TO HAPPY
Cell: (209)-487-2127

2P uk:d  www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com o

¢ 2 -
- ot
-
| - I u

WE ACCEPT FOOD STAMPS ' 3 3 @niamwelta feaei @ Sudtau aa |

EVERY SATURDAY & SUNDAY SPECIAL DISCOUNT ON GROCERIES

1304-E HAMMER LANE, SUITE 12, STOCKTON CA, 95210
EMAIL: indiabazaarO8@yahoo.com
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SWEETS & SPICES

CHAAT PAPDI, SAMOSA, CHAAT, PANI PURI
DAHI VADA, BHEL PURI CHAAT
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WE HAVE | Music, FRBRIC | [ g _
LARGEST ARTIFICIAL N =
COLLECTION || JEWELRY, SWEETS,
FOR INDIAN FRES: aﬁéﬂnaus J
GROCERY ] o |
Super Eyebrow
Threading Now Open =mmmmeee=
Eyebrow Threading |

& Henna Tattoo

7 times, )
Get 8th one free! B o

Cell:

5203 EKLHORN BLVD LT J16-798-8142
SACRAMENTO CA 95842 4100 ROSEVILLE, CA 95747 -

916- 338-5511 916- 786-7666  IniaMarketRoseville@gmail.com

All Kinds of Sweets | Snacks

SWEETS & CATERING

AUTHORIZED CATERER FOR
MAJOR 5-STAR HOTELS Chaat Stall | North Indian Cuisine
Fluda Kulfi Stall | On Site Tandoor
CATERING SERVICE ADDITIONAL SERVICE
Wedding Ceremonies | Receptions
Birthday Parties | Corporate Events

Religious Gatherings
Picnics/Bar-B-Que

Warmers | Chaffing Dishes
China & Silverware
Linen Rental | Waiters
Bartenders

CONTACT US:
RAJA SWEETS & CATERING

WORK (510) 489-9100
CELL (510) 715-1619

Email: msbains@rajasweets.com

www.rajasweets.com
3 rwitcer

rajasweetsandcatering  rajasweets

Find us on:

facebook.
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KASH FABRICS

ONE STOP SHOPPING CENTRE
29576 Mission Blvd Hayward. Ca 94544

www.kashfabrics.com

Tel: 510-538-1138
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\WE PROVIDE
ALL TRUCKING
RELATED
PERMITS AND
SERVICES
NOTORY PUBLIC SERVICES.
ICC, DOT, IFTA, IRP Plates, ON THE SPOT VIN VERIFICATION SERVICES. SPEClAL DOT COMP”ANCE
Canads Permit, CORFORA Jl A THORIZED IRS E- FILE PROVIDER. FOR SAFETY, AUDITS AND
TION AND LLC FILLING WE HAVE COINVIPLETE SOLUTIONS
SERVICES, 2290, I, RECORD KEEPING

Trailer plates. FOR OUT OF SERVICE DOT.

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION

PHONE: 209-855-6938, FAX: 209-762-6540

Email: skytransportsolution@gmail.com

2680 N TRACY BLVD, SUITE 4, TRACY, CA 95376

Give us a chance to provide you best services
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The Heinous face of Caste Crimes:
Horrendous Death of the Hathras Rape Victim

Prem Chumber
Editor-in-Chief: Ambedkar Times

After the convicts in the Delhi Nirbhaya case, which
shook the conscience of the entire nation on 16
December 2012, were hanged to death in March
2020, the reaction of the mother of the hapless victim
was: “Women now will feel safe.” But unfortunately,
our daughters, especially belonging to lower castes,
continue to face similar heinous crime amidst the
undeterred presence of beastly sexual offenders
despite the implementation of strictest punishment. On
14 September 2020, a 19-year-old Dalit girl from
Hathras in UP, brutally raped and physically tortured by
four upper caste men of her own village in its
agricultural fields, was admitted to Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College and Hospital, Aligarh in paralysed
physical condition, with severe spinal injuries and deep
cut on her tongue. Finding no improvement in her
continuous deteriorating conditions, she was shifted to
Safdarjung Hospital in the national Capital city of Delhi
on 28 September 2020, where she succumbed to her
deep injuries next day at 6.55am. During her 15 day
long tortuous life conditions in the hospitals she
displayed great courage to reveal the ugly faces of the
four demons in the shape of human beings who
perpetrated untold crimes on her body and soul. Many
such cases of horrendous miseries go unreported
across the length and breath of the country. “The two
separate incidents of violent sexual assault on two
adolescent girls, followed by the killing of one them in
mid-August in Uttar Pradesh, are fresh in memory” as
reported in the editorial of The Tribune today
(September 30).

What makes this case more shameful was the
context of its deadly offence and its caste stance. The
hapless victim belonged to the lower caste. Her tor-
mentors come from upper caste communities. Yet an-
other horrible dimension of this heartrending rape case
is the site of the crime. The goons’ reportedly dragged
the victim by her head scarp while she was working in
the village agricultural field belonging to the landown-
ers. This clearly shows the precarious living conditions
of the landless Dalits and the deadly fate of their
women folkswho were forced to visit the village fields
to fetch fuel for the hearth and fodder for their animals
under severe poverty. And the perpetrators of the crime
were none other than the ones who owned the land
and take hollow pride in their being belonging to upper
caste communities. Dalits, at the first, needs to be lib-
erated from their demeaning poverty, if their women
are to be saved from such beasts in the shape of hu-
mans. Secondly, the law enforcement agencies are to
be equally held responsible for the continuation of such
grave crimes despite the presence of the Scheduled
Castes and Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989,
an Act of the Parliament of India enacted to prevent
atrocities against scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes.It is reported that the victim’s body was taken
to her village in Hathras after midnight from the hospi-
tal in Delhi and was cremated by the UP police without
allowing her family to participate in the cremation
process and performing the last rites as per their tradi-
tions. The police refused to listen to the pleading of
the victim’s father and family to allow them to take the
body of their daughter to their home and cremate her
in the morning. The woman's father told NDTV "We
wanted the last rites to be performed according to the
Hindu traditions. Despite our protests, the cremation
was performed. They took the body forcefully. We
couldn't see our daughter's face for the last time"
(https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/up-hathras-rape-
victim-cremated-by-cops-family-begged-to-pay-last-
respects-2303004)
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Law Office of

NIRWAN & ASSOCIATES

www.hirwanlaw.com

Jagdip S. Nirwan, Esq
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Business

Incorporation

Mon-Fri
9:00 AM

Dissolution

Articles of Incorp

501 © Non-Profit

to 6:00 PM
Saturday

9:00 AM to
5:00 PM

916-832-3144

IMMIGRATION LAW
* Adjustment of Status
* Citizenship
* Employment
* Appeals-1]/
* Family & Finance Visa
* Board /Federal Ct
* Labor Certification
* Asylum

* Removal & Deportation Defense

TAX LAW

* Offer in Compromise
* Payment Plans
File Back Taxes
Tax Preparation
Audits, Appeals
Tax Court Rep

Personal & Business

IRS/EDD/FTB Representation

Income Tax Filling 1040/1020

1104 Corporate Way Sacramento, CA 95831

Auto Repair & Services
Specializing in Brakes & Axles

Ph: 916-238-4431
649 W. Elkhorn Blvd. Suite B2
Rlo Linda, CA 95673

SRR S A

Free Tire Rotation and Brake
Inspection with purchase of
Oil Service for most cars
Diagnose check Engine light pre-buyers
inspeciion tune-ups and more

Amarijit Sandhu
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NIRMAL SINGH BADHAN
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BADHAN

HEALTH INSURANCE
LIFE INSURANCE
LONG TERM CARE INS
FUNERAL EXPENSE

Call: 707-228-2020,Fax: 707-260-2813

www.nhsbinsures.com

NSB

Insurance

RETIREMENT
COLLEGE PLANNING
AUTO * HOME
BUSINESS

1519 Gary CT., Rohnert Park, CA 94928
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mifts A=t /i i3 a9 fegt daeet & S Bt
U:TUBT@FHWWWB’W?TJ‘T
TBfx ufTs Ot @ T ot e I

kokok Kk

nE3 € HE'S - 94013 HW (76, 1928-fa<3l)

-
(FeitaaT fog 1923 feu Sa9A »iFs™H
Ifentm| HoHE »idt 3 »iuE yoradit ITHE
few, nigafos 7t @ Haa, fas’ § €9
wigs fxar wer A, aﬁemgrmm-nﬁ
ﬁmﬁmﬁvﬁw?mﬁ—fl
it HAEHS fER et IR 2 ot g
As fAr & »ifAd a3 § 7o fosm R
Ery 39 ’3 I3 § Ufant 95 BET
faes & &t fdg »Es Gare st =€
ST UN T ST IF »idl Tafenm

fem 35t nrgst ® 9nst €U’ @
U9H € & ’I &7 U35 T W36 9T AS|
nifadt afor € AH gas fiw & “nigs @
TS’ & T 3y faftmm v fer fasst
=TI T IS WS IHAST BT AEET S X,
Frsmlﬁ?r 31 feg 39 ¥s, 1928 =
fagst’ f¥e feedadt’ @ amt 510 3
gfimr /) - Aues

A3 U st 33t o83 99 fai Hex
@ &dt It &7 vt 3 widlg Ae® U 9T
I fex 737 It AT wigs T AT J| AR
feg iz Aer T & 310 a9 <t gt T8 Hox
fe9 6 337 nreHt | »Es aotT I5, Bas' &
20 &< &% T9H fgHe 3t & Jear? &t 8ast &
Yed feu 77 €% 5% 923 &9 3 &7 J AEar?
&t Ut T8 yJ fed Uet 3T BT &% yI usis
3 &4t § Aedr? feg Aew o<t At feg A3
" IJ Ts, gt & Attt It HIH W8St J1

3T H8S I37 9t miftor3He=t O

Tl JITEES UHE J1 WHT HOY & HOY & BarT
FUET TH GIU FET Femit 3 fEaHEt v HY
o' fgar 1 Bt & G3nmie (g9radh) T wivs

nHdtar w3 g9 © fesawy feg It a9 fidzr
Ht 3 A gA & 39 & o famH & 85 3%
fHe@z & u3g fEaHet € »iHs '3 ¥ gur
Ifenm T 3 wirt wirt FeT It wirHr Yyt © &t
& 9= @& win <t fer 915 '3 83 A9 o gfgrt
aa&%ra?»@?ﬁa%@é%?ﬂ’éw,éf@
€ HH3J U35 © Jae 76 & &dt! »it &
HoHd &9 fow gt w3 Ae frafes feg I faen
TR feu S &% 99T A &t JeTl SITA
feg AE 3 F9TET &t AHfSHr e A feg
firarfes ags o 9x ot &t 7

frg € ffx yAmHs Are, . 39
HIHT, Hag S92t 3As & &7 WA 99 1926
feg vy faar Ht -
“if the Hindu Society refuses to allow
other human beings, fellow creatures so
that to attend public schools, and if...[the
president of local board representing so
many lakhs of people in this house re-
fuses to “allow his fellows and brothers
the elementary human right of having
water to drink, what right have they to
ask for more rights from the bureau-
cracy?Before we accuse people coming
from other lands, we should see how we
ourselves behave toward our own peo-
ple... [How can we ask for greater political
rights when we ourselves deny elemen-
tary rights of human beings.”

87 afde 75 fa A< 37 & fears
&l T et v 3 & feaarst d A, A€ 3H
I g2 J & i TR 99 33K (IR) Hat?
< 3A £ fears © Augs nifteg €= 3 &

-
feaardt 7, 3t IAT J9 UBictas I HalE &
nifgarst fa? g€ e 7des 93t Aet 9, U9 |
& HABHG &7 o »ug 99 9o 97de I5|
8Js 3 Fre o fonr ¥ & A 3H Bast & fem
3T Ut &% < famer iAot AHSG 3 €9
mﬁeﬁw%vm—mmﬁwfev@w
Heu%»rﬁ:lmﬁ{m ﬁr@r%(@ww
et =99T AR altsT A fed feg sfoe
fa o8 #t EAEt i3 HABHS fdT 3H § sars
Yo 3T TG, g J=dT

faat At 3% 7, U9 feg AE & A
33y 85¢ U5 &9 | 3la TH d1% © feaq fJemt
& < fimm Aezel U133 & feR HAG '3 AEE
%dr| feg-fem 23 “Wa uBe®’ FoE T &
s 3T ues few fdT HatAsT J8t oo
BHUS IE, o3 & vgst © 83 yae onfest
% BT I8, yus Fel g3t gfon feh,
ITH-JIGH S3UT I, HHET feg egum At fa
at ngst § war-uRis (M) uBT e da 7 3
dt 8% & 2T AAST U T I I? §I-8F
Reformer (FHH HUGK) dI9H T UT, UF HH
HoHT &9 & fdT gan &t & Ju &L &t 31
a8 fearar HY, A9 A 37 At &t mav <t 3
J1 &3 /St diw feu 86 Ao I, A3 99 e
forar fag Ager T, U9 ffa ug s vredt A3
&% §J A< 31 ¥H O9H ¥9e J AT J, 89 3t
33 HB<T HH 83 AHH AUSS, "gst ©
U3 93 UHt 3 99 & & 7 ot- ufas fEx
TIF ¥ JH I9 U &< Io, g sufa AR
mmﬁwmwamw
Mlﬁwwﬁawawgﬁmmw

J9! BR €ty a9 RS | Hes sfenr I, €8
wiag 89 J6tE 7 2 3T He9 usl3 I AT I,
9 9w 7 I we & e 0w 92 3 w9
At G3nmfe 7 g9vEdt © aH '3 SaST 9dr
e It feg A3 geeie fou fqzwesT &t g
utEt A I 7 A @RS 319 3 B3P oH J9d
YI-UJ d9e If| A5=d € YA a9 Ade I, ug
fears & aw & &dt faor Aaw ?

wie feR Ae '3 993 B9 7 foar It
st fegrfont &% wiA-a® uH s &3 &
fgar J1 Hoa feg vt @ 7 feam 7 faor 3,
& feu fegaerage fonmgs & J9 aSt afeer
fx =dia Ig=x Hare TR vt aH &t forest
o8z © fedg Fat & fipdT| HABHS & 79T
=0T 79 37| 89a' wEst § HABHS SaT-8a7
& nuE 9e9 ¥ feors g5 ¥ €' & vt
¢ Jgx ¥F gY a9 31 g ffowi © A e
A fae =gt gre <t 9T 89! JS-J&t it
feg <t fimrs T Ifewr g vt & firg Ifa
A 85 & wifyz '8 HY a9 fo3m
fdent fingt feg wgst © 788 sge & an
FeeBT T AEH ESHli’ﬁ'é'IU'E]%%W
B3It & »uE myE <3 g I I5 3 337
FI mIre J1 Gug et gu-gu 8o =T g3
T 97 Io| for At O% 9% &% fJoAs®
®J63 €9 I I J

feug #e »igst & Sftmr ot At w9
fest feg A I 90T I »i¥ 79 I AG I9
T MU U Yo ANS faar T, 37 At a9
Tt i€ & Faes JEiE| for s & HY o9
feg Hoerg WA w &t 98 92 7 &7 9,

(It AeT 22 ‘)



P saed  www.ambedkartimes.com, www.deshdoaba.com || @€ZD

Hl arg dia wios < it nign<

MJ" SJYJT Hies dAle &1 7O

[—
s n3 HiE € A & »iuA fe8 337 &3 71 fagsr Hies e
T »9E YT B9 3 AT 7, B9
a=s »ITr I 53t I8 aHeHET & T Hiws fears € JT s
B8R & FUH 291 & Hie v &' J1 feg fige mie-fefomis yfafonr
Tt 54T | ferett AHTfaa w3 miftirzfia U3t <t oo fem feg
et TRIt IT &dF T & HEwT Hies IF & v T3 J-
(FEF WS HIT 811)
IE ASH 3T dic UIdr|| I AGH I His FJar|
aet AsH Ut Ay 3fe611 et AsH I3 fau Afe6ll
1 AaEtn s o adtor|| fadars fea ST Aadhrial Ia@
T ASH A farfg afgnr|| St 7 a9 afg ufanr
It AsH A Jfg Gurfenr|| sy 989t Afs gHrfemmiR|
AT Afr 36 Aen uguf31| afg Fer 37 afg afg aranfzi
Bnrfal HE 35 wifsHs || Hies Higg T9dra USes 11311
7 fag 9o B 33 3 JqT11 wieg & TF I9F HaTll
31 firghar 7 &f firsfe || aT aex afs afg are arfe g1z 10211
(W31 176)

39 TH TH # HI9H BUIa=s It fe8 v s
€ HIS3T § TIAET I FU3 I feAEg yI=a €a1 5% fer Irdt
Yg &% fTHS 396 ©f %l T3d" € figd J9¢ Js, Aet Ast
fesns & fer g& & HU33T 89 Ave & 83Ffuz a9t J1

fer 337 It 319 391 IOeT At HeHT Hies & HISIT &
m%&wwﬁvmﬁmr@wmmmaﬁ—
CIEEIRIRIARTD)

A difse J ars el

H&H 76K v ufel fagar arfa a8 aigagi

ufzz Ytz ds gu afs rafs 3fa 30wl

am & 3 fufe€ faog fmes 30 a9 farg=8iiall

3 wifgHs Ha Hifenr gfs 376 IH faz =g

36d J93 Haf3 Ue feg aranfy 3fe IH U111l (war 219)

I 391 FIEI A MHBK mies & AYH fdies 7 ot
39 Tt feu B2 a9s & fager v I THY HEet feu Hies
o fer It e o3 & ofordt BT 99 AV €91 5%
fegas
&t goa It fer<t AGt Hmifent' ‘g 3e79E S9< AaeT J1

WU Hies & vied @3 ffeAs 3 99 fox aeH A
& Uez € oA Juet J| vifadt At a9 sea € A € gt
WEHS BH g% Hosal €t fopur & dt nrget -
3efg adfa 7 WUt 37 &edt Af3arg utfen||
&g R Fu3 FeH 3IfHm, 37 AfzaIfT AT Aafen|
R399 7es 37 & &Jt, AF Afeng Sa Aarfen|
Afzarfa fufenr A9 ufenr, fagt fegg »iy arerfenm|
fafs /o A gsTfenrigl (dar 465)

HeT fies T »iAs 13e @rfaarg ©f fHag ofis a9 &
FYH SahnT Flaprher, B Uar ugere ||

&y 3y Bufg Jiagt, Agw Adr go=l|

% HIST HIG™, I HiT gefa Uzl

BY AIST Y fapis s, ushiifa us ug=ll

frafs a9z sz o, fBftmr nes Azl
6, HIT fHfEmT, 90 AT ST 1R (W4T 467)

Ert fHag & yuz 95 © fed fed Aas 87 & a1
e fnias F1 ferS fewrer 99 A9 a9n Wi @ 2R § & Hies
T WS 132 3 fao9T S0 ¥a® 97 J: (ASS H: Q)
ufz ufs I8t BEmifa, ufs ufs 3Imfa A
ufz ufs §3t urehr, ufs ufs aEFmfa w31
UShiifg 3 I9F g9A, uSrifa A3 1A
uShr 7131 wirger, uStiifa 73 AR
aod, B fox a1, I I8H SUTT 3|11 (WidT 467)

nry, @R Tdqrg € GRf33 3 fast 99 AT IO &
TH® THY 9T gIHEY I8 -
fisfir fsfr ufnrm| 337 afanm)

g 3t9g 3fenrm|| 33 sfenr|

IJ Y ST, ©Jt T ThfTI| ATg T HofT, nuE &l |

nE & uTenT, ATE JIeTenTl| 99 TY UTfentr, g SrienfTi|

Az & Ufgg 1 mifafsfr sagl

Hfs fegrsml f&€ 7, 319 fag Al

UaT BUSTET| | WUET ST FHTET |

i W urel, AT et uret| Hat i, uf3 areretl

fez &2, fag afe 5 ush|

IT I, HS HATS | T & T, fefg gzt

Af39rg 3¢ 7 7Y Ue|| Ifg & &1 Hfs =l

sod, sefd &9 U]

TR e R 3 f5ades, I8N Aafe AT 11211 (M 467-468)
fer wifent Ut AATS few fiee A9 & € a3 <t AfET

Jl

&3 I, IF I, IF AS AATII

3 WY, I3 WS, I3 FHETIII

33 Afew, I3 U, &3 Ugea9II

Z afenrr, I3 AU, aF I US|

Z Hinr, 33 e, wfr 3w

afs g% 39 ar, ferfonr a9z

fxm &% T TR, AY A9 IBET |

33 fHor, 3 HiUR, 33 38 YTl
W@W%—:ﬁ 3T I3 I3 IF QU1 (W1 468)

YHSH Y AU @ YUt a1 sk @ A & o
WEAT Y &% g uBT Twrar It fieset 3
FY 3T Ug 7Eml, 7 fge mer afel
33 &t HE €39, 35 a9 I= afell
FY 3T Ug 7El, A7 Af a9 flmrgl
&8 Afe He ITAMI, 3T UTE iy enrg|
FY 3T UJ 7EM, 77 7913 7E f81
uaf3 afem \ft &, fefo 2fe a937 SR
FY 3T Ug wamd, 7 fad Aet sfel
fent & i oft, fog U T adfell
FY 3t UJ 7Em, AT »i3H 3i9fE a9 feem |
R399 & ufe F, afg 33 &9 fsemII
AY RS If€ 19, U ae afell
36 euTE ga3t, fafs Ag ud Jfell (war 465)

HEHT HiTs »iHSd T3 € 759 J&t WAs H3< J, 3
wiR T feg =3 St w3 €t i3t T w3 fer 9t @R sx udes &
Eret fHag '3 fogsa J1 o7 edle &t et few A fer »ieR
Rk
AT H »Hd FLT IT ST H HEM 131
T H R IQ ot faz = we S31192€ 1
foez 7 »ivg yeT aIE faoer Hahr K31
¥ ¥ 3% IA a9 37 =1 vt A3119202011
Hfz g€t 3fE fenrar| 37 92 9T sz
WMETT MY TS| AT VAT 3913 AL 1112811
fea fear & arwfe AgaT 1 AYT Ot
fon & &t &g Hex A3 ni®= 119211 (WIaT 1384)

Budaz Tt few oo edte 8 53 fimrg 5% AHS-
8 75 fx fer e ies fev wirt Yz & s 3T &t a9
URiIr 79 wiHt Bt I F, fifeT 85 o, gﬂﬁmé}wwgm
I 3 fea & foar gus & 86 J fam T fos & gugie|
yT8T Is|
'od fed gfent, 35 He fear dfell
fed fear rer, fea fealt AfEll
fear Tgara AE, Hig gar fea wfe|
fear Hay »mftor urer 5 AATfEIIQI1 (wiaT 473)

TE wifad A% 7 »iu-Ha9 €aer I 89 T wifadt
fies A0 fog TS it AR | A s A S IS W Aies ©
WA HAAE § YU &9 Aate | fae Afgnrar Ifenr, fas 33 3¢
|| g g3 € U fAr @8 99 ood ferdT a9 96 89
fagst I, 8rer @ge &t 71 &3 3 3= T Hifenr| wenr ® B
83 qU HEHT AoH € niHed T3 ¢ fere fewrdt fise 3 g aae
51

HenT »uE 9% AS™ ¥ {93 fies & sTas =%
gamdt J1 fere 77w 3 AO9s feniast 3 ot Aatt, A3, 3t
HE, HaH w3 Afordt & 59 & A fed wirt fere rEs wis
HYH JU &1 &% 999" JI< T

Tfen<t fars H=3T-fuzT, =-397, uSt-uzst, saums
Aus fie us, AUSt, 9, 391 fere AE® 9U few 89, Ho »i3
wgwwﬁgmmwﬁeﬁggn%wmmg
WETHAE IETE T Is| AH, U, BF, H, IAT, HienT & HuH
Ju fears & BT 3 & & 99U nierEr 3 wifadt U ust
feg Ut Sue I5 fa GRS fer Ao 3HH & nirsst ufgee &t
At It &dT »riB<h 0 fer fies € wiFdt 3T S dTHe T T &
Hifen € 79 J5 &3 €999 © I fimr 3fder J1 I9 s
< i feret fonrftor &3 g9e Is:

WRY HIY WO WJ|| WY §9 JIHET |

WRY mHT &f9 7fa 7911 WY asee, I3 arfall

Y Unft, Uy 9 A1 vy I, g5 fearfall

WY H3E, NS 3f urfal| wiAy &e=, fafg agfo 391

5d 319 ad ATg || o & AT B T

H 3T < AET 3 911 3 HET ASHIS fs3aa111811 (wiar 4)
fies 79 »i3 g3 & U T i 37 fies € ARG

gt &% gfgnr Ifenr T 7 ferd feret miftrsfi S5t oo

T IJ It 4T Uz fowr| Fies w3 ARG ©F wiurAt FEg w3 €80

Hies € A »EEt & ufgsths a9er J1 Hies & A9 AHH &

Afew feerer &% Ha Uz J1 »it HEYT Hies & AAG/AHH &

g=39 3 nisdl 9Y I feAe AMST ©f forags 3 wizare Ifde

Tt Hies 3 AHTH »UH 8 vide U fe 73 9T I8 997 fies

Vol- 9, Issue- 25

w3uv 30,2020 ]

®E gar AHH & nifs Ag9s J1
WAIg AN 9dr &d1 3T B =
95 S fies e B3I UTar|
Ales AHH m3 AHA fies &
udx J| fer agd 39 Afoes yg
T fies o BT & AHH © a3t
feg 3fy & AUTS &9 < fitfmr
%%ammm%%nméeaﬁs’
FIT I5| A3I-U3, 3t98, feras, uamt 3ugs, niesgt &t
yer, »ife 3 9 a9 Io| fen A & 8% AHH At 9T < st
f&T gw| Aforma T Gue fX93 & 3970 fow Io| Saiteit St
I JI-SIit B B JI-THS O IHET F TRET o fitfemr fow
aﬁ_

wifss ufe fag gag 2fE| s6d g7 ugT=fg AfEll (War 1245)

319 3 Aoy feudt fies A9 ARrfaa dfont 3 fasrar
aaamma%%w@z§mﬁmmmfema
AN A<t 3T <f fiftor fae 98 818 &9H 3 1o HIs et
feast 3 HoR a9er & fag3-Het Hies o A% I6| IF nids
¥< it ¥ muet fev -
8Ty adfenr /I8 3 avrefent Ay FTII

et aHi-argt T f3wmar Hfew/as 3 Hast adt
W%ﬂnﬁaﬁ%éwmwf‘ewmﬂwemwmaw
a9 feasHat ATH & UNI3 a9t J1 w9-99 8  IH, I, B3,
ﬂa,ﬁwgam?ﬁﬁlﬁaﬂnﬁﬂﬁ}»ﬁ%vaﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁ—ﬁm
T IX9 I T 3t AfonA feu 39181 a96 @ <t Jag 8 e
J| fer a9 919 Arfaes AG ufgead Ha Hifenr &8 & Afem™
¥z 3 TIne Il B9 ufgew feu Ifdfonr w3 AR feu
feaafentt fex foass Afemm <t a1 a9e Ta| feg fseaw Af-
BHTH HifenT it AS i FYH 9% 3 g9 font’ HoY Hies ©f
8re f&7 w9 T J9% feu Aael fig Jer J1 &% usHI a9
391 g9 At Hfenr & ysw J5 fEeAs °F% HY ®Et Bt Jis
w3at 3 fores Jfont e Is:

3% 993 Ay o &g,

TH I A6 & dfEl

ST 56 A6 I Ha!, Ifg 3¢ 7 el (widT 1428)

Hyt puer feg 9T 89 &t I 7 B8R a9z9 & Fear Hifenr &
8re! fa3 & vee odf a9ell 39 Afdg SIHET Ja:

1 7% 3 gegw, Sus fasr 31311

7191 I9& IH I, AT 58K AfGHIZ|

HifenT argfs aredt, Hay a1 »As||

Y &5 fae 99 376, fagar 7aH frgs| (war 1427)

AAT ¥ &THES UBSSIN 3 dfgni fai rarst 7y <t

YUt & B9 S9eT HfenT & &3 41 3t 99 ot | mifrdt or It
fsms%évﬁwesﬁrf‘aaﬁmﬂaam%a-ma?
mﬁvaﬁzwﬁeéwéwaﬁw%ww
UH FY w3 8aat €t yuSt © 5%-5% 8ast w nidw & a3 AN
& J1 7T Aes feg Uer dr T fa AEtt nige fan 397 Hs)
fer & A5t & Ht 39 d@ A feg »U-How IgHd § TTHS
It T

78 7y &€ T AT, ASfS IH ot ||
mwnﬁawmmeﬁm(ﬂmmm)

T ATTsS JIHY & HEmT Tt §7-UdsT 3 A9

FIT T& TIHET ToH

St HHZT 31, B3 HT M9 ||

T 56 WS 39, WBIs B3 8urgll (wiaT 1427)

39 Afogs ATX & AAG & AUS € 397 Hoe <
Tofes 9T I, ﬁﬂ?ﬁgmawwwmwa
wmanﬁéra'trgmg?a—

A8 AU wig Uust, Wi 7dT &8 ArfsI
fes Hfg a8 A9 &dT, saa f9s saews|| (war 1427)

Hiea »i3 AAT 26 fex gA9 & YIies a9¢ I5| H 7dl
fHfemr T 37 fies © A3 9T 3 & A 8o uder T | U9 dies AN
T I UT fem mies Hitd Irdt It Aar € fifer I & yne
& fiwer I Hies 3 fast Arg & JT & aor fag u=R? Aar &
AY i3 fHftmr I & uzT o7 %41l fegt A8 ARt @ €39 ®Et
i 3t AT J1 US Hies HY & A3 3 faor AR © fHftr 3=
& Azt &dt YUz o9 AaeT| I feg Ad miAfag I, ug fer
E@ﬂﬂ@ﬂﬁaﬁugﬁu?aﬁwzr»sf‘saéﬂ?aﬁséwm
fsﬂm%gﬁaa?ﬁeé@ﬂé}ﬁmaﬁwfﬂwﬁ?
€3 8r<t fHog It T, @ﬁrazﬁmwmea—e@m
Walf‘sﬂmﬁﬂmgmwﬁrﬁww?fﬂwﬁ&umﬁ
Hies A9 &% J| AN/ ARG/ A7 893 AW Hies € AHT »iS
8ot & »rurt Aedt w3 E9u © fHsdisT g feasr sfaar Hies

(Tt MdH AT “‘3)
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Hi 91Y <fu wrigs ¢ tHitmr wigns wiee STy Hies Hie i ag

(AT 21 <t Fal)

AHH € 99&" a96 3 WAHTE J w3 J1g < fAftmr 3 fast fere
yge 3 §9 AFE € & nAHTE J| I9HY Hies ANA § g9J 3
IT Uz &t AHIE Juer J| fARet Gt At Bease a9
Y9 I BAE & YAHHS &9 & SIdrd € TH3 A%T & Hadl
yfenr| Ht 19 dF Arfog feu Hies AT »i3 HoHt Hies © niAs
H&TE & TTHS a96 TR AS-H3Y »is famrs €3 g3 A9 fesr
famrm 1

Afed Az A3y fanrs ||

feost 3t I e ugst S S fHag T Uz I= &
HEUT Hles € niA% 13T & YUl Je7 J1 A3 3 32 J, AT, AgEt|
ﬂéﬂanﬁaﬁwﬂuﬁﬂﬁaﬁvmwgﬁgﬂwaﬁl
ﬁ%weﬁmgmﬁwyawﬁaw@aM€
feargt 3 forrs Yz a9 & AHfedt & yus de J1 fags fears
77 feU AR T U39 9T AT J| ITUE wisHT Tt 89t I faasT
afss fagz a9 o AT e fod T davr J| wifdd T &t Jt
TJ9rd fe9 IAE T § o widt A WS 1w w2

HEEEST He & fearat 3 & anet J1 gouet feg
sfimit © fearg 3 v Hies & T8 < At yu=s It J1 sfmrt
T HEG HOH! AT »3 Ho & fo5aes aod ug-1e3t % uoeer
J, 7 ferd fere wAE 113< 3 g99 ur fider 71 9Tt few
St & feag & AURE o137 J1
AIAdt ASS g3 993! I A3 76 I93 &dT Ud ||
AT mufes &3 wied A% I AIAd! ez afg 3fe mid Qi
(WiaT 1293)
mﬁWIWWW&WWmﬁﬂTHW
% feg fimfenr A 31 89 &t ufesa T A I
fagz i3 1z =f If 395 ue fefe »rfel
MUET USTenT & UETES! HAHT Od urfall (HaT 554)

A3 © ffd 99 ufa® I 398t mie Igdt feg Wisa & daT-
adteT 7 3 nials B3te, % Y 5wl
nss fardters Hfg, fafg siet afg Su1i€l (ar 1378)

9 I Aoy feu Trdt fewrdt em3 AR & T &
mﬁmmﬁeﬁﬁww@aamlmafwaﬁm
mi‘%‘a@amé’&@nf‘%ﬁmaﬁ?l
%U@Um%'ﬂwaﬁﬂiéveu—w TJIH-FAT, H'E WUH™S,

Ers3-fée, Aer-fiet nifea Ag & fea AHS AHSMT
e 7| feg nierE feors & AfOA W3 63T <6 & & Aet I
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Kashmiri Bhatia,
Dealer/Broker

408- 848 2365

IN HOUSE
50% OFF WARRANTY
with Qualifying Car Purchase ' -NANCING AVALIABLE

WWW., kbusedautosales com

- N K&K AUTO REPAIR Kashmiri Bhatia (Owner)

831-623-4702
and Car Wash 20% OFF LABOUR

63 Muckelemi St on your next qualifying service
- . san Jllall BalltiSta 95045 Car Care You Can Trust

* We Carry New and Used Tires All VMlajor Brands
* Smart Way Tires Available
o DR * Used Tires Start From & 135
. .. | * Old Change $ 189 + Tax
) Ja (R * We also do truck and car washing and waxing TRUCKWASH
* Friendly and Professional Staff

i_!d Excelence

* We offer truck and car detailing

[ vee efewi<iis X NEW & USED

dulo e ct LR LR T TITRES

oTEsH 749 (€ =fE9) $749
Used Tires American Brand $99 + Labor
uu u Recap Truck Tire $ 249+ Labor WASI.II I'UBEI BRAKES
Call: Recap Trailar Tires and Kind $ 199+ Labor Call:

530-824-5134 Lucas oi Lucas nJecTor cLeaner s28.99 ©650-642-0697
3525 Highway 99, West Corning, CA 96021

Across the Street from TA Truck Stop
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DHAN DHAN SRI GURU RAVIDASS JI
Bole’ So Nirbhay! Guru Ravidass Maharaj Ki Jai!

Guru- Piari Sadh Sangat Ji,

Sri Guru Ravidass Temple Pittsburg- Committee has decided to open the Gurudwara
Sahib on Sundays, from 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM, starting September 6, 2020. Kitchen
and Langar hall will remain closed until the conditions improve. Sangat is requested to
follow Contra Costa County's COVID-19 health and safety guidelines. Everyone must
wear a face mask and wash hands before entering Darbar Hall and maintain 6 feet
distance from others to avoid the spread of CORONA Virus. If you are not feeling well,
please pray at home but do not come to Gurughar as a precaution.

Committee is taking applications for new SEWADARS ( board members) applications
were sent to members last month. However, the election date has been postponed due
to CORONA Virus. Sangat will be notified once the election date is re-scheduled.

Gurughar members are requested to renew their membership by paying their annual
renewal fee. Your donations are greatly appreciated.

For any special needs, please contact the managing committee. We pray to Waheguru
ji for the safety and good health of the entire Sangat.

“NANAK NAM CHARDI KALA TERE BHANE SARBAT DA BHALA"
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